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“Called to Freedom” 

May 8, 2011 

Text:  Galatians 5:13-15 

 

Many people today are seeking liberation/freedom from one sort of oppression or another.  

They desire the autonomy to live as they please, free from interference/restriction. 

But most are pursuing an illusion of liberty, because, due to the fall of man, liberated depravity is 

not really liberation at all, but the opposite—a subtle form of slavery.  

E.g. in countries/cities where drug addicts are free to practice their habit legally, they 

simply become more enslaved to their addictions than ever. 

Freedom to sin actually means freedom to enslave oneself to sin, whether it be with 

drugs/alcohol/sex/violence or anything else. 

It gains control of a person’s mind & enslaves him. 

In Jn 8:34, Jesus said=> “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave 

of sin.” 

Titus 3:3 describes sinners as=> “enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending.… 

life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.” 

Ironically, the more man asserts his freedom to sin, the more he entangles himself in, and 

enslaves himself to that sin—whether it’s drugs, pornography, serial killing, or simply 

lying/greed/bitterness/selfishness. 

Freedom is the theme of the book of Galatians, as it teaches the truth, that X has set Xns 

free. 

But because Xn freedom can be misinterpreted/perverted, Paul explains in today’s text exactly 

what that freedom is all about, and along the way he also tells us what it is not. 

* Freedom is the Christian’s calling. 

[Galatians 5:13a]—“For you were called to freedom, brethren [fellow believers];”  

The Xn was “called” when the H.S. opened his spiritual eyes to the horror of his sin, & 

drew his heart to X,  to seek forgiveness from his guilt.  

So when Paul says the believer was “called to freedom,” he is saying freedom is at the heart of 

what it means to be Xn; 

It is central to the whole notion of regeneration. 

In the words of Gal 5:1=> “It was for freedom that Christ set us free” (i.e., that’s why X 

saved-us/set-us-free spiritually). 

Throughout Galatians, we have seen that this freedom of ours is primarily a freedom from 

condemnation by God’s Law. 

It is knowing that, because we have believed in Jesus alone for our salvation, we have 

become acceptable to God, & we will never have to do anything else in order to 

gain God’s acceptance—we’re “home free.” 

We are saved by God’s grace because of our faith in X, not by our own efforts to live 

according to God’s Law. 

As Paul puts it in Rom 6:14, we are no longer under the Law, but are now under God’s 

grace. 

Because we have been set free from the Law’s condemnation, we no longer have to dread 

its curse/punishment. 

The Bible says “the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23), & we once had the dread of what it calls 

“2
nd

 death” hanging over our heads; but no longer, since we have believed in X.  



 - 2 - 

Someday we will die and will stand before our Lord to be judged, but we have no need to fear 

that solemn event. 

The terrors of such judgment have nothing to do with us. 

The unquenchable fire of hell has nothing to do with us and so it no longer threatens our 

souls. 

Although Heb 12:29 says, “Our God is a consuming fire”, Jesus has taken away that 

fire’s terror, by taking our sin upon Himself, & paying its penalty w/ His death. 

People who don’t have a personal relationship w/ Him might well be afraid of that fire, which 

their conscience tells them really does exist. 

That’s ultimately what makes death so frightening to them. 

Shakespeare intuitively understood that, which explains the words he put in Hamlet’s 

mouth=> 

“To die, to sleep; 

To sleep, perchance to dream—ay there’s the rub; 

For in the sleep of death what dreams may come, 

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,  

Must give us pause.” 

Those who try to deal with this impending crisis by resolving to obey God’s Law in order to earn 

His acceptance, find they cannot obey it perfectly, as the Law itself demands. 

No matter how hard they work at it, they can’t do it. 

And because of their failure, the fear of death haunts them like a night stalker. 

But the believer can say with confident joy, “God has forgiven all my sins for Jesus’ sake, and I 

am free from guilt/fear—forever.” 

He no longer strives to gain God’s favor; he has it and he knows it. 

And so he rests in Jesus his Savior, enjoying the spiritual freedom to which Christ has 

called him. 

Our freedom is not the freedom to sin, but the freedom, for the first time, to not sin—

rather, to obey our Lord. 

When a person is regenerated by the H.S., he becomes a partaker of God’s own nature (II Pet 

1:4). 

* He also has God’s Law written on his heart, so that his new nature (his new inner man) 

loves it, sincerely wants to obey it, & hates his own sin against it   (Rom 7:22). 

* The Xn also becomes empowered/enabled to obey it, by the indwelling of the H.S.  

(Eph 3:16). 

* Not only that, he is motivated to obey the Law by his love for God, his respect for 

God’s holiness, and his reverent fear of God’s majesty. 

This is why Rom 6:18 says=> “Having been freed from sin, you became slaves of 

righteousness.” 

We want to lives righteously, we’re now able/motivated to do so, and so we do it. 

Not perfectly, mind you, but that is our desire. 

So the spiritual freedom which a believer has in X entails a complete reorientation of his 

mind/life. 

Morally, it takes him back almost to where the human race began, in the Garden of Eden, 

since Adam wasn’t enslaved to sin until he chose to sin and fell. 

I say “almost” because, although believers’ souls are redeemed, their flesh is not, which 

is why we still sometimes sin. 
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Adam didn’t struggle with the sins of the flesh as we do, so we aren’t quite back to where 

Adam began. 

Our unredeemed flesh wants to gratify its own desires. 

But Xns are free nonetheless, & have begun a new kind of life.  

God has forgiven our sin, freed our souls from slavery to it, and introduced us to a new 

kind/quality of reality: Christlikeness. 

We praise God, that we are free in Christ Jesus, because He has called us to freedom. 

* Freedom is the opportunity to imitate Christ. 

[Verse 13b]=> “…only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through 

love serve one another.” 

Our spiritual freedom as Xns is the freedom to serve others, as our Lord did. 

On the last night of His life, in the Upper Room, He wrapped a towel around His waste like a 

servant, and washed His disciples’ feet. 

He did that because He had a servant’s heart. 

In Isa 42:1, God says=> “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom 

My soul delights.” 

Peter/James/John were reclining there at the table, wondering if anyone would wash their feet. 

Having thought briefly about getting up and washing their own feet, they prob. decided 

they were to comfortably settled, & they didn’t want the others to look down on 

them, as if they were slaves. 

But X did what came natural to Him:  He washed their feet. 

Jesus didn’t begin to behave as a servant in the Upper Room; He had been doing it all His 

life. 

He said (Lk 22:27)=> “Who is greater, the one who reclines at the table, or the one who 

serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table?  But I am among you as the one 

who serves [constantly/continually].” 

I.e., I have always put Myself in a position to be considered your Servant, and 

therefore, less important than you. 

In a sense, the disciples had been sitting at Jesus’ table for 3 years, being served by Him as He 

fed them spiritual food. 

And like a servant, He had patiently put up with their arrogantly arguing about which of them 

was the greatest, and  patiently endured their slowness to believe-Him & learn. 

He had never been demanding/pushy/domineering, never crying out or raising His voice 

(Isa 42:2). 

He had spent 3 years doing everything for their welfare, and nothing for His own. 

A slave cares for others’ needs, even if he himself must sacrifice, because his aren’t met, and 

that’s exactly the way Jesus lived/died. 

Instead of worrying about His own comfort, He was content to have no place to even lay 

His own head, as long as He it allowed Him to heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons, shine the light of the gospel on those in 

darkness, & obey God’s will. 

He was wonderfully unselfish/selfless—just like a servant. 

Although it’s true that Jesus came to earth to atone for our sins w/ His death; He also came 

to exemplify for us His own kind of life—a new way of life, based on new reality.   

He came to make us like Himself—not people looking for the best seat at the table, but people 

who would get up from the lowest seat, to wash the feet of everyone else. 
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He taught that anyone who sought to be the greatest of all, must become the servant of all 

(Mk 9:35). 

So when Paul writes in Rom 8:29=> “Whom He [God] foreknew [believers], He also 

predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 

first-born among many brethren,” he was talking about our becoming humble 

servants, like X. 

This week I met a tree trimmer, who said to me, “I hear you’re a pastor.” 

Then he added, “I’m a servant,” by which he was telling me that he was a believer also, 

and that he understood his Xnity as being the servant of X. 

Josh 1:1 says of Joshua=> “After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD that the LORD 

spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant.” 

So Joshua was the servant of Moses, who was the servant of the Lord, which made 

Joshua the servant of a servant—the humblest form of servanthood. 

And we too as Xn are called to such a lowly position. 

My father-in-law was saved after having lived a very wicked life. 

The last time Bobbi shared the gospel with him, he told her that he had already believed 

in Jesus. 

I found that hard to believe, knowing the reprobate life he had lived, but was convinced 

he really had believed when Bobbi told him, “But, Daddy, you must be willing to 

become a slave of Jesus Christ.” 

His answer was=> “I’m not worthy of being His slave.” 

He got it! 

Humility was the essence of the way Jesus lived His life, & God has called us to adopt that same 

humble view for ourselves. 

Phil 2:5-7=> “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, / who, 

although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, / but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant [doulos—

slave].” 

The great irony of our own regeneration is that, having been set free within this whole new 

orientation of life, we now enslave ourselves to others—as X did. 

What’s most amazing about this One who humbly served His disciples by washing their 

feet, was that He was God. 

He was the 2
nd

 Person of the Godhead, infinitely wise, perfectly holy, incomparably 

good, Creator over all, blessed forever. 

Yet He who was the Lord of all, became the Servant of all, touching the dirty feet of Galilean 

peasants, as they argued about which one of them was the greatest man in the Kingdom. 

He wasn’t trying to impress anyone, or to be heroic, or play the martyr. 

He was simply doing what came natural to Him, as a Man who had a servant’s heart. 

Now we have received a new heart like X’s, just as God had promised through the prophet 

Ezekiel prophesied  (Ezek 36:26-27)=> 

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart 

of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. / And I will put My Spirit within 

you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 

ordinances.”  

Xn freedom is allowing our new heart to dominate our lives, so that we embrace the servant-like 

humility of X Himself, and serve one another. 
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We imitate X, serving others selflessly, considering them more important than ourselves, 

and becoming conformed to His image, as we were predestined to do. 

What motivated Jesus to be a Servant?  Immeasurable love. 

Jn 15:13 (Jesus)=> “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 

friends. / You are My friends.”  

And the service to which X calls us is to be performed with love, not with reluctance, or 

wounded/peevish pride, that we must serve others in such a lowly way. 

Love is always happiest when doing something for one it loves. 

* A mother gets up in the night to feed her baby because she loves it. 

She may be exhausted, but her love compels her. 

* An elderly woman sits beside the bed of her even more elderly husband, her love for 

him holding her there. 

She has discovered a freedom she couldn’t have understood in her youth—the 

freedom of overcoming selfishness, out of love for another person.  

Her love hangs breathlessly on any little sign that  his condition might be 

improving. 

Our Lord was so full of that kind of love, He gave His life for us. 

And He calls us to imitate Him, serving one another out of such love. 

* To humbly sweep a sidewalk, or pass out bulletins, in love. 

* To listen to 7 year olds recite their verses, out of love for them. 

* To take the lowest place at the table, or to take food from that table to a shut-in, who 

can’t even thank you, & to do it with love. 

This is freedom from the tyranny of self-centered pride, to which our Lord has called us, 

as we imitate Him. 

But notice, that Paul added=> “Do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh,” 

because the humility of servanthood is impossible when our flesh is in control of our 

responses to people. 

By “the flesh” Paul is referring to the effects of the Fall that have been sewn right into our 

unredeemed bodies, making them prone to sin/selfishness. 

It is the remnant of our sinful/depraved inclinations that has not yet been extinguished by 

regeneration. 

Our flesh is loveless, craving to do its own will, and to gratify its own pleasures/appetites. 

In Gal 5:19-21, Paul lists the kinds of deeds typical of the flesh=>  

“Immorality, impurity, sensuality,/ sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 

disputes, dissensions, factions, / envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these.” 

When our flesh is in charge, causing us to behave in any of these ways, there’s no way we 

will be able to imitate the loving servanthood of our Savior. 

So in Rom 13:14, Paul writes=> “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh in regard to its lusts.” 

Paul’s advice is to make no provision for the flesh, but to mercilessly starve it to death, 

not giving it a crumb. 

If we feed it, its insatiable lusts will consume us. 

So treat it like a Canaanite and slay it. 

If we provide for our flesh by dabbling in worldliness, allowing bad company to corrupt our 

good morals/convictions, entertaining sinful passions in our hearts; 
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If we make even the slightest provision for the flesh at all, we will end up misusing our 

freedom, and defeating the very purpose for which X called us to Himself, and to 

freedom. 

We will be using our freedom to our own spiritual disadvantage. 

Serving one another out of love, is, at best, counter to our every natural inclination. 

It is God’s call for us to forsake the way of the fallen world around us that we’re so 

familiar with, and to live in His world, with a completely different set of 

standards/expectations/norms, than we’re used to. 

It’s a far better life, and it’s what God created us for, but it’s so foreign to us, that it 

requires faithful commitment to it on our part. 

If we pamper our flesh, we make that world all but unattainable for ourselves. 

So Paul says, Do not turn your freedom (to which X has called you) into an opportunity (a 

launch pad) for the flesh. 

But rather, by an act of your will, overthrow the flesh, and do what doesn’t come 

naturally=> humbly serve one another just as Your Savior has always served you. 

Deal with the flesh decisively/defiantly, doing what it doesn’t want done, & will protest 

your doing. 

Someone:  “I don’t want to be that kind of Xn, I just want to be a regular Xn.  Heaven-not-

hell, pearly gates, streets of gold, etc.—you know.”  

What that person prob. wants is the flesh’s version of heaven. 

It allows one to be just as sinful/self-centered as usual, but under much better conditions, 

and for a lot longer. 

That person doesn’t want the kind of salvation X offers (from sin). 

And he prob. hasn’t yet received it. 

But serving one another out of love (like X) is the real heavenly lifestyle. 

It’s a better heaven, but it takes a little getting used to, and that’s what the reorientation I 

mentioned is all about. 

It’s like marriage—not what you expected or hoped for. 

But it’s a lot better, because in it, we become like X. 

Review 

So freedom is=> 

* Our calling 

* Our opportunity to imitate X. 

* Freedom is the opportunity to obey God’s law. 

This is another principle that takes getting used to, because in our sinful lawlessness we tend to 

equate freedom with doing whatever we want; but it’s actually all about obeying God. 

It’s saying “Not my will, but Thine,” and “Thy Kingdom come in my heart/will.” 

 [Galatians 5:14]=> “For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, „YOU SHALL 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.‟” 

Real freedom is living by a code of love. 

It’s imitating not only Jesus, but God our Heavenly Father as well. 

And that’s what believers are supposed to do. 

Eph 5:1-2=> “Be imitators of God, as beloved children / and walk in love, just as Christ 

also loved you, and gave Himself up for us.” 

As Jesus made clear in the parable of the Good Samaritan, our “neighbor” is anyone with whom 

we come in contact. 
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Someone:  What if I come into contact with an enemy? 

X answered that (Mt 5:43-45)=> “You have heard that it  

was said, „YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR, & hate your enemy.‟ / But I 

say to you, love your enemies, & pray for those who persecute you / in order that 

you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on 

the evil & the good, & sends rain on the righteous & the unrighteous [His 

enemies].” 

So loving our enemies is doing good things for them, in imitation of our Heavenly Father. 

We have the freedom, by the power of the H.S., to live our lives by the code of overcoming love, 

even around our enemies. 

And we will be able to do even that, if we make no provision for the flesh. 

Jesus did it, praying for God to forgive those who had pounded the nails into His hands (Lk 

23:34), and uttering no threats against those who were causing Him to suffer (I Pet 2:23). 

And we are called to imitate Him, living in that same freedom from 

selfishness/vindictiveness by which He lived. 

As we yield our hearts to the H.S., our flesh will be overruled, & men will see the fruit of 

the Spirit in us=>“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, / 

gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22-23). 

Contrary to what some believers think, the Xn is still to obey God’s Law, but not for his 

salvation. 

* He has been set free from its condemnation, so his salvation is already a sure thing. 

* He is not to submit to its yoke again, trying to win God’s acceptance by obeying it—he already 

has that acceptance. 

* But he is to obey God’s Law, out of love for Him. 

As Jesus pointed out, the Law can be summed up in two all-encompassing principles=> 

Love God, and love one’s neighbor. 

The two are inextricably linked, as shown to us in 

I Jn 4:20=> “If someone says, „I love God,‟ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for 

the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God 

whom he has not seen.” 

Having been born again and indwelt/empowered by the H.S., a Xn has received the ability to 

obey God’s Law, out of love. 

He was never able to do that, as an unregenerated person, but now he can—and he must. 

* Freedom is an opportunity to avoid the miseries of the flesh. 

The Xn has an opportunity to avoid all those miseries by living in submission to the H.S. within 

him; or (if he’s foolish) he can choose to suffer all those miseries, by living according to 

his sinful/rebellious/destructive flesh. 

[Verse 15]=> “But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one 

another.” 

Jesus has called us to a wonderful freedom=> 

* It’s the joyous freedom of knowing that God has forgiven & accepted us by His grace 

w/o our having earned it; 

* It’s knowing that He loves us as His own sons/daughters and has given us an eternal 

inheritance; 

* It’s knowing that He has torn down the curtain separating Him from us, and allowed us 

to come into His presence crying “Abba, Father” any time we need/want to; 
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And yet, if we are foolish/sinful enough to do so, we can throw away the joy of all that, any time 

we choose, give our flesh the gratification of free reign over our heart, wallow in our sin, 

and then   suffer the inevitable misery produced by enmities, 

strife/jealousy/anger/disputes/dissensions/factions. 

Lovelessness like that is utterly destructive, but we can make it our choice, if we prefer. 

Paul warns us, that if we choose that option, our flesh will reduce us to animal behavior=> 

biting, devouring, and consuming one another. 

“Bite” refers to violent arguments that lead to ongoing bitterness and estrangement. 

“Devour” refers to the killing of godliness, within a Xn’s heart, by stirring up his flesh. 

“Consumed” refers to the ruinous end of a sin-sick church, as Satan consumes it through the 

people’s fleshly reactions to one another, & their refusal to humbly serve one another, in 

love. 

John Calvin=> “[Paul shows] how distressing, how mad it is that we, who are members of the 

same body, should be leagued together, of our own accord, for mutual destruction.” 

Paul’s point is=> that’s not necessary. 

 We have the opportunity to avoid all the miseries of the flesh. 

But we must each choose to starve the flesh, making no provision for it, and ultimately to crucify 

it, & the pride that drives it. 

Instead, we must live up to the freedom of our calling and love one another from the 

heart. 

And in doing so, not only will we be following our Savior’s example, we will be showing 

Him our love, by protecting the unity of the Church for which He died. 


