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“Deserting God” 

November 14, 2010 

Text:  Galatians 1:6-9 

 

“Desertion” is certainly an ugly word. 

It conjures up images of soldiers going AWOL and leaving his 

buddies stranded, defecting from their duty to their country. 

Or of a spouse/parent leaving his family in the middle of 

the night. 

Or of a “Xn” casually wandering away from his faith, the 

Savior who died that he might have eternal life, and 

the God who graciously calls him to salvation. 

This 3
rd

 form of desertion is exactly what Paul will be addressing 

in today‟s text. 

Paul accuses the Galatian believers of deserting God. 

That wasn‟t their intention. 

In fact, they were being lured away by some false teachers, 

persuading them to believe a false gospel. 

But Paul will confront them with the fact that they are 

actually in the process of deserting God, nonetheless. 

Desertion of God/His-truth are easier to do than one might 

suspect. 

The case of the Galatians teaches us that just a little bit of error in 

our theology can lead to spiritual confusion, which can in 

turn lead to spiritual desertion/dereliction. 

It can be the difference between being saved/lost—forever. 
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The false teachers behind the Galatians‟ desertion didn‟t appear 

to be false teachers to them. 

They prob. taught that Jesus was the Messiah & the Son of 

God, that He died for sin, & that God raised Him. 

They also taught that to be saved, one must believe in X. 

But then they added one little extra twist=> Before you believe, 

you must first be circumcised and obey the Mosaic Law. 

This made a lot of sense to the Galatians. 

After all, wouldn‟t God want to be sure a person was really 

a sincere believer before He saved his soul? 

God had sacrificed His own beloved Son on the cross to 

make salvation possible, so He wouldn‟t want to 

squander His saving grace on people who weren‟t 

going to take salvation seriously, or properly 

appreciate it… 

People who planned to get saved, then live lives that 

were just as crass/corrupt/depraved as before. 

It would simply be reasonable to expect them to do 

something to prove their seriousness first, and 

Moses‟ Law was an obvious way of doing so. 

A lot of Xns don’t realize that such thinking actually 

disqualifies a person from becoming saved. 

It sounds reasonable, but it‟s really a form of legalism that 

negates grace, ultimately leaving them unconverted and 

condemned by the Law itself. 
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In Gal 5:4, Paul will say to people who believe like this=>   

“You have been severed from X, you who are seeking  

to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.” 

But Paul knew there would also be people who were the opposite 

of legalists—libertines, for whom anything goes. 

People who would trade on God‟s grace, shamelessly. 

They would use the doctrine of salvation by grace as an 

excuse for living shamefully sinful lives, as “Xns.” 

They would think that grace gave them license to sin freely, 

w/ no concern about the judgment of God or their 

doing wicked deeds at all. 

They‟d sin just to keep from becoming legalistic. 

Paul says to them: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have  

crucified the flesh w/ its passions/desires” (Gal 5:24). 

They certainly haven‟t don‟t that! 

I.e. if we haven‟t crucified fleshly passions, but constantly 

act on them, there‟s good reason to question 

whether/not we do belong to X. 

** We are not saved by our good works, but by God’s grace.  

And if God truly has saved us by His grace, we will do good 

works, in the power of the H.S. 

In Eph 2:10, Paul writes=> “We are His workmanship,  

created in Christ Jesus for good works.” 

But just before that Paul says=> “By grace you have been  

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God; / not as a result of works, that no  

one should boast” (Eph 2:8-9). 
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* So good works are the natural outgrowth of our salvation. 

But they‟re not its cause. 

We are saved by grace for good works, and if there are no 

good works, the H.S. hasn‟t saved/indwelt us yet. 

But we are not saved by our good works, even by 

conscientious obedience to God‟s Law. 

These are not insignificant (merely academic/technical) 

differences. 

We don‟t dare allow ourselves to think for even a moment that 

we are-saved/stay-saved because we are such good people. 

We dare not think, as the Judaizers taught, that our own 

righteousness has anything to do with our salvation, or has 

any value for which God will save our souls. 

We depend totally/exclusively on His grace for our 

salvation. 

When we die and stand before the Lord, if suppose He should 

ask, “Why should I allow you into My heaven?” 

Some of the worst answers you can give Him include=> 

* Because I‟ve done more good things than bad. 

* Because I‟ve always been a very religious person, 

going to church, praying and reading Scripture. 

The correct answer will be=> 

“The truth is, You shouldn‟t allow me in.  But I‟ve 

come to know You and to experience Your grace, 

having placed my faith in Jesus X alone to save my  

soul.” 
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When our sense of spiritual security depends on some religious 

activity, such as confessing our sins (either to a priest or to 

the Lord Himself), we‟ve stopped relying on God‟s grace, 

and started relying on our own good works. 

When we feel satisfied with ourselves, and think God must 

be satisfied with us too, because we go to church or 

do some other religious deed, we have left the realm 

of grace and entered the hopeless realm of good 

works (sometimes called “works-righteousness”). 

On the other hand, when we knowingly do something wrong 

assuming we‟re free to do that, because of God‟s grace, 

we‟re overcompensating on the other side of the issue. 

These are distinctions that had confused the Galatians. 

Because of that confusion, Paul was very upset… 

So upset that, as we‟ll see today, he even said of the 

Judaizer who had caused the confusion=>  

“Let him be accursed!” (very strong words!). 

In today’s text, we find 4 causes for the spiritual confusion in 

Galatia (4 issues that still confuse/trouble many Xns 

today)… 

* Desertion of God 

* Distortion of the Gospel 

* Disregard of the Truth 

* Disregard of the Danger 

* Desertion of God 

[Galatians 1:6]—“I am amazed that you are so quickly  
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deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a  

different gospel [lit. „another gospel of a different kind‟];” 

Paul was “amazed” by the Galatians’ desertion. 

Some of them must not have deserted the true faith yet in a final 

sense, because Paul says in Gal 5:10=> “I have confidence 

in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view.” 

But most of them seem to have been wide open to deserting the 

Lord. 

Many things about this must have puzzled/amazed Paul=> 

* It was happening so quickly after he had taught them the 

true gospel. 

* When Paul 1
st
 came to Galatia, they had welcomed and 

embraced him, his ministry, and the gospel message 

he had taught them. 

Gal 4:14 (Paul)=> “You received me as an angel of 

God, as Christ Jesus Himself.” 

Gal 4:15=> “If possible, you would have plucked out  

your eyes and given them to me.” 

And yet now, they were suddenly defecting from 

Paul and the true faith, even deserting the Lord. 

* He had instructed them w/ all the wisdom of an apostle, 

& specifically the apostle called to Gentiles, like 

them. 

* His teaching was backed by miracles that confirmed his 

words were from God. 
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* They were tossing aside God‟s perfect plan of salvation 

based on grace, for a faulty human plan. 

* They were casting aside X‟s easy yoke, for the burden 

and bondage of Mosaic Law, which even the Jews 

had been unable to bear. 

* They had done this to themselves—voluntarily—not 

under the coercion of anyone else. 

What a disappointing group of believers the Galatians had turned 

out to be! 

All of this amazed Paul, & it‟s amazing to us as well. 

Paul’s statement about his amazement is a mild, but stinging, 

rebuke, aimed at the Galatians’ conscience. 

He is saying in essence, “I had expected/hoped-for better things 

from you than this.” 

This gentle rebuke would get to their guilty consciences. 

Later on, Paul will become much more direct/forceful, saying in  

Gal 3:1=> “You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched  

you?” 

For now, he just tactfully appeals to their conscience, 

keeping his heavy ammunition in reserve. 

But he refers to what they‟ve done as “desertion”—which 

was used of military/political defection, and was 

roughly equivalent to calling someone a 

“traitor/turncoat.” 
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Paul pointed out that, in deserting the true gospel of God’s 

grace, they were actually deserting God, Himself. 

They were deserting salvation based on a personal relationship 

with God, for the false promise of one based on their 

keeping Moses‟ Law. 

God had called them to salvation, through the H.S.‟s inducing 

them to believe in Jesus as the solution to their sin problem. 

Throughout the NT, God the Father is always the One who 

calls a person to salvation. 

E.g. 1 Cor 1:9—“God is faithful, through whom you were  

called into fellowship w/ His Son, Jesus X our Lord.” 

The Father is also the One seen calling men to salvation in  

I Cor 7:17 / II Thes 2:14 / II Tim 1:9. 

You sometimes hear of people who feel God has deserted them; 

But here you had the strange phenomenon of people who 

had been persuaded to desert God, the very God who 

calls them to become saved. 

They had deserted God by abandoning His gospel of grace for 

a very different kind of gospel. 

Obviously, there is only 1 true gospel, & any gospel of a 

different kind isn‟t really a gospel at all (it‟s not 

“Good News”—the meaning of “gospel”). 

So in [Verse 7a] Paul adds=> “…which is really not another [of 

the same kind];” 
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The Galatians were abandoning a true gospel of salvation through 

God‟s grace based the atoning death of Jesus X. 

This gospel regenerates/transforms the human heart 

through supernatural power. 

It says to man=> “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you  

shall be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

Instead, they were pursuing a pseudo-gospel of vain human effort 

that wasn‟t really good news at all. 

This “gospel” was a delusion that man can free himself 

from sin by his own moral efforts to obey the Mosaic 

Law. 

But listen to what Acts 13:38-39 says about these 2 gospels=> 

“Through Him [X] forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 

/  and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all 

things [the true gospel], from which you could not be freed  

through the Law of Moses [the false gospel].” 

The 1
st
 cause then, of the spiritual disaster in Galatia, was 

unfaithful Xns deserting God by deserting the gospel of His 

grace, and buying into a pseudo-gospel that was really no 

gospel at all. 

But this had been preceded by => 

* Distortion of the Gospel (2
nd

 cause of Galatia‟s spiritual 

confusion). 

[Verse 7b]=> “only there are some who are disturbing you 

[shaking/agitating you, leaving you spiritually unsettled  

and disturbed], and want to distort the gospel of Christ.” 
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“Only” means “except”—so Paul is saying, “I‟m amazed, except 

that I understand the Satanic power of the false teachers, 

who are distorting the true gospel & shaking your 

allegiance to it.” 

These were the “Judaizers” whom the Jerusalem Council 

described like this=> “Some of our number to whom  

we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their  

words, unsettling your souls” (Acts 15:24).   

Paul says in our text that they “distort the gospel of Christ.” 

Lit., they reverse it, or turn it into its own opposite. 

The gospel is all of grace, but they had tainted it by adding the 

human works of obedience to Mosaic Law to God‟s grace. 

If the least bit of Law is added to the gospel, it reverses its 

nature/intent, not just polluting it, not even just 

nullifying it, but actually reversing it. 

Grace/law are polar opposites. 

Grace means that God gives the sinner something the 

sinner doesn‟t deserve—salvation. 

The only thing we have to bring to the table and offer God 

is our neediness. 

Works-righteousness says to God=> 

“I don‟t need Your help.” 

“I can do it on my own.” 

The minute Law enters the picture as a means of salvation, 

the sinner says to God, “Wait just a minute, and I will 
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pull myself up into a position of deserving Your 

grace and Your salvation.” 

Grace is a gift, while righteousness through Law must be 

earned with good works. 

* The problem with righteousness through the Law, is that you 

can never earn enough of it to deserve salvation. 

God‟s standard for righteousness is His own perfect 

righteousness. 

That‟s why Rom 3:23 says=> “All have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God” (that‟s God‟s 

standard). 

No one is capable of perfect righteousness (the “glory 

of God”). 

* The problem with grace is that you must swallow your pride 

and ask for a gift you know you don‟t deserve, throwing 

yourself on the mercy of God‟s court. 

But the minute you try to earn your salvation with good 

works, God says, “You can‟t have My gift of grace 

because that would make it something other than a 

gift, & I‟m only willing to give it to you as a free 

gift.” 

The Judaizers had taught the Galatians, they could meet God 

half way=> Keep the Law, then accept the gift. 
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They told them that only if they became Jewish by getting 

circumcised and obeying the Law, would God honor 

their faith in His Son, and save their souls. 

Paul called this a “distortion” of the gospel of Christ. 

Through His priceless death, Jesus paid for the whole gift of 

salvation, and no part of it can be earned by man in any 

way. 

In Gal 5:2, Paul writes=> “If you receive circumcision,  

Christ will be of no benefit to you.” 

Either a person believes in X alone, humbly receives his salvation 

as a  undeserved grace-gift, & is miraculously regenerated 

(born again)… 

Or he believes that his own righteous obedience to the Law 

has merit, tries to work for God‟s acceptance by his 

own moral efforts, hopes he‟s done enough to get 

himself into heaven, & ultimately winds up in hell. 

The only thing God asked him to do is repent of his sin, and 

believe in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

But his pride kept him from doing that. 

Someone:  “But aren’t faith/repentance good works also?” 

Ans:  No, they too are gifts from God. 

Repentance is a necessary precursor of salvation, but it is 

something that man himself is incapable of producing. 

It too must be given to him as a gift from God. 

* Acts 11:18=> “God has granted to the Gentiles also the  

repentance that leads to life.” 
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* Rom 2:4=> “The kindness of God leads you to 

repentance?  

* II Tim 2:25 (Paul, giving Timothy instruction on how to  

shepherd people) says=> “With gentleness correcting 

those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may  

grant them repentance.” 

Faith is also a gift of God‟s grace=> 

Eph 2:8=> “By grace you have been saved through faith;  

and that [faith] not of yourselves, it is the gift of  

God;” 

Q:  What would motivate the Judaizers to distort the 

gospel?=> Pride. 

* Gal 2:4—To  bring others into bondage (power). 

* Gal 4:17—They do it to cause others to seek them (ego). 

* Gal 6:12—To make a good showing for themselves in the flesh. 

* Gal 6:12—To avoid rejection/persecution from the Jews for the 

sake of the cross of X. 

They don‟t want their Jewish friends accusing them of 

repudiating Judaism. 

* Gal 6:13—To enable them to boast among their fellow Jews  

that they had brought Gentiles under the Law. 

All these motives are based on pride. 

* Disregard of the Truth (3
rd

 cause of the Galatians‟ 

confusion/desertion) 

[Verse 8]=> “But even though we, or an angel from heaven, 

should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we  

have preached to you, let him be accursed.” 

The issue here is=> Who you believe, or What you believe. 
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Do you believe something is true because of who told you it was 

true (i.e., some impressive teacher with credential or a 

pleasing/persuasive personality)? 

Or do you believe it‟s true because God has revealed that 

it‟s the truth? 

The Bereans knew the answer to that. 

When Paul came/preached to them, they checked it out 

against OT Scripture. 

Acts 17:11 says=> “They received the word with great 

eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see  

whether these things were so.” 

The Jews had great respect for angels, knowing that angels 

had even been instrumental in God’s revelation of the 

Law (Heb 2:2). 

But Paul tells the Galatians, “Even if an angel comes to you and 

proclaims a gospel that is different from the one I taught 

you, don‟t listen to him.” 

The Judaizers certainly weren‟t angels, and yet the Galatian 

Xns had eagerly listened to their false gospel. 

Paul must have found that appalling! 

The apostle even went a step further, telling them that, if he 

should totally lose his mind, and preach something 

different from what he‟d already taught them, they were to 

ignore him too. 
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Several people have told me that the reason they attend the 

church they do, is that the pastor has a warm/pleasant 

personality. 

In at least one of those cases, I know the preacher was a false 

teacher. 

But he was personally likeable, so people listened to him. 

False teachers and false prophets are always going to be likeable. 

They come in sheeps‟ clothing, & their likeability is more 

important to these sheep than what he feeds them. 

One man told me that his preacher had made an obscene 

comment to his wife. 

I said, “Why didn‟t you leave his church?” 

He said, “I considered him my best friend.” 

In 2 Cor 11:13-14, Paul writes of false teachers=> “Such men are 

false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as 

apostles of Christ. / And no wonder, for even Satan  

disguises himself as an angel of light.” 

Friends, never put up with distorted truth from the pulpit, no 

matter how much you like the preacher. 

Never put up with a pastor who adds-to/takes-from/leaves-out the 

truth, no matter how nice a guy he may seem to be. 

If what he says is different from what God‟s Word says in 

any way, don‟t listen to him. 

Don‟t stay in his church, and sit under his teaching, no matter 

how good/godly he may seem, if his teaching doesn‟t 

square with the doctrines of the apostles. 
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Notice I didn‟t say, “With your own theological bias.” 

But with the biblical “doctrines of the apostles.” 

So give him a chance to explain himself and prove his case 

from Scipture. 

If he can‟t/won‟t, don‟t even stay in the hope of being a good 

influence to help correct the situation. 

Wrong teaching can only lead to the kind of confusion by 

which the Galatians were risking their souls, and 

deserting the Lord. 

To subject oneself to false teaching is to disregard the importance 

of God‟s truth, to disobey Him, and to tolerate a distortion 

of God‟s grace which Jesus purchased with His own blood.  

As Paul told the Thessalonians=> “Examine everything carefully;  

hold fast to that which is good” (1 Thes 5:21). 

When people disregard truth for error, God takes away the truth. 

When the Jews refused to listen to the truth, Jesus began 

teaching in parables they couldn‟t understand. 

Never risk making that mistake yourself. 

Don‟t disregard the truth. 

Like Bereans, search the Scriptures daily to see whether/not 

what you are hearing is biblical. 

* Disregard of the Danger (the final cause of the Galatians‟  

confusion) 

False teachers are dangerous to people’s spiritual wellbeing, 

and churches should guard against them w/ diligence. 
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In Acts 20, Paul described false teachers as “savage wolves  

[who] will come in among you, not sparing the flock; / and 

from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 

perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. /  

Therefore be on the alert” (Acts 20:29-31). 

Vs 9 of our text shows how seriously Paul took the danger of 

false teachers. 

[Verse 9]=> “As we [Paul/his-colleagues] have said before, so I 

say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel  

contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.” 

Paul considered false teaching such a dangerous problem that 

he wished for God to curse the false teacher in Galatia. 

He makes the same statement at the end of both verses 8 & 9 for 

emphasis=> “let him be accursed.” 

Let who be accursed?  The Judaizer who had confused the 

Galatians by adding works to God‟s grace, as part of 

the gospel message. 

“Accursed” is a very powerful word=> anathema. 

It‟s actually based on the OT word herem, which the Septuagint 

translated into the Gk as anathema. 

In Scripture, it basically means to devote something to God. 

In the OT there were 2 ways of devoting things to God=> 

* To devote them as holy—e.g. the golden utensils in the 

Temple, which were never to be used for any secular 

or private purposes, were considered “holy.” 

* To devote them to destruction in order to glorify God, by 

placing them under a ban. 
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An example of placing something under a ban, was the 

destruction of Jericho. 

In Josh 6:17, Joshua said=> “The city shall be under the ban.” 

Verse 21 tells us what that meant=> “They utterly  

destroyed everything in the city, both man and 

woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and  

donkey, with the edge of the sword.” 

Verse 24 says they then burned Jericho to the ground. 

Why did they do that? 

God had placed it under a ban, devoting it to 

destruction because of its wickedness 

If you remember the story of Jericho, you‟ll recall that one man, 

Achan, took a few of Jericho‟s banned trinkets. 

As a result, Joshua took Achan, the things he had stolen 

from God, his sons/daughters, his farm animals, his 

tent & all his possessions. 

He stoned them all to death, then burned their bodies, after 

Joshua had said=> “Why have you troubled us? The 

LORD will trouble you this day.” 

In taking things God had placed under the ban, Achan came 

under the ban himself. 

II Pet 2:17 says of false teachers who trouble God‟s people today  

that they are men=>“for whom the black darkness has been  

reserved.” 

By whom?  God! 
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I.e., those who add human works/rituals/ceremonies or 

anything else to God‟s gospel of grace in X Jesus, are 

under the curse of God—they are under His ban. 

Jms 3:1=> “Let not many of you become teachers, my 

brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a  

stricter judgment.” 

Paul tells the Galatians, “Let him be accursed”—have nothing 

more to do with him, than the Israelites had to do with the 

things from Jericho, that were under the ban. 

Don‟t do what Achan did (toy with the ideas he teaches) 

lest you too find yourself cursed of God (under His 

anathema). 

False teaching is a serious danger to your soul, so don‟t 

disregard/discount it, as harmless words. 

Regard false teachers as men who are under God‟s wrath, 

and leave them alone until God judges them, for 

distorting/destroying the gospel of His grace. 

Meanwhile, we praise God that He has made the truth of His 

grace known to us. 

We praise Him for drawing us into a personal relationship 

with Jesus X/ 

We praise Him for saving us by His grace, apart from the 

works of the Law. 

 

 

 



 - 20 - 

“Deserting God” 

November 14, 2010 

Text:  Galatians 1:6-9 

 

1.  Paul accuses the Galatian believers of [20    deserting] God. 

 

2.  The false teachers behind the Galatians‟ desertion taught that to be saved, one 

must believe in Christ; but before you believe, you must first be circumcised 

and [10    obey] the Mosaic Law. 
Gal 5:4, 24 

 

3.  We are not saved by our good works, but by [12    God‟s] grace.  
Eph 2:10, 8-9 

 

In today’s text we find 4 causes for the spiritual confusion in Galatia… 

* Desertion of God 

Galatians 1:6—“I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called 

you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;” 

4.  Paul was [14    amazed] by the Galatians‟ desertion. 
Gal 5:10; 4:14, 15; 3:1 

 

5.  Paul pointed out that, in deserting the true gospel of grace, they were actually 

deserting [8     God] Himself. 
I Cor 1:9 

 

Verse 7a—“…which is really not another;” 
Acts 16:31 

 

6.  The Galatians were pursuing a pseudo-gospel of vain human effort—a delusion 

that man can free himself from sin by his own [12    moral] efforts. 
Acts 13:38-39 

 

* Distortion of the Gospel 

Verse 7b—“only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ.” 
Acts 15:24 

 

7.  The Judaizers had taught the Galatians that only if they became Jewish by 

getting circumcised and obeying the Law, would God honor their faith in 

His Son, and [10     save] their souls. 
Gal 5:2 
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8.  Aren‟t faith and repentance good works also?  No, they are [12     gifts] from 

God. 
Acts 11:18; Rom 2:4; II Tim 2:25; Eph 2:8; Gal 2:4; 4:17; 6:12; 6:13 

 

* Disregard of the Truth  
Verse 8—“But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a 

gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be 

accursed.” 

9.  The issue here is this:  Do you believe something is true because of who told 

you it was true; or do you believe it‟s true because God has [20    revealed] 

that it‟s the truth? 
Acts 17:11; II Cor 11:13-14 

 

10.  To subject oneself to false teaching is to disregard the [24     importance] of 

God‟s truth. 
I Thes 5:21 

 

* Disregard of the Danger 
Acts 20:29-31 

 

Verse 9—“As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to 

you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.” 

11.  Paul considered false teaching such a dangerous problem that he wished for 

God to [12    curse] the false teacher in Galatia. 
Josh 6:17, 21, 24, 25; II Pet 2:17 

 

12.  Regard false teachers as men who are under God‟s wrath, and leave them  

[12    alone] until God judges them for distorting and destroying the gospel 

of His grace. 

 


