
 - 1 - 

“Walking in Truth:  Hospitality” 

March 4, 2012 

Text:  III John 1:5-8 

 

One of the recurrent themes of the Apostle John’s 3 epistles is 

“Walking in the Truth.” 

As I’ve explained, walking in the Truth involves=> 

A biblical perspective, a biblical practice/lifestyle, and  

a biblical commitment to the Person of Jesus X. 

A key aspect of the practice of walking in the Truth is hospitality. 

Hospitality sounds good in theory, but when it comes down to 

actually practicing it, it loses some of its appeal and 

popularity. 

* Ben Franklin:  “Guests, like fish, begin to smell after 3 days.” 

* An old Swahili proverb: “Treat your guest as a guest for two  

days; on the third day, give him a hoe.” 

* The Didache (a 1
st
 century operating manual for the Church)=> 

“Let every Apostle who comes to you be received as the Lord, 

but let him not stay more than one day, or if need be a second  

as well;  but if he stay three days, he is a false prophet.” 

Hospitality has a rich history in many different cultures. 

* In Greece, it was considered a divine right, & a reputation for 

hospitality could determine a person’s social standing. 

* In Celtic societies, a host was expected to assure his guest not 

only of food/shelter, but also protection from harm. 

* In Israel, God always tied hospitality towards strangers to 

Israel’s treatment by the Egyptians who’d enslaved them. 

Ex 23:9=>  “You shall not oppress a stranger, since you 

yourselves know the feelings of a stranger, for you  
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also were strangers in the land of Egypt.” 

Any stranger who had traveled across the desert would usually be 

weary/thirsty/hungry, & the Israelites were expected not only to 

meet his basic needs, but also to make him comfortable. 

Hospitality in Israel was a sacrosanct expectation, a sacred 

obligation. 

* Abraham had entertained 3 strangers, hurrying from his tent door to 

welcome them, wash their feet, & lay out a sumptuous feast 

before them, as he stood by attentively, to serve them. 

Eventually he discovered that they were God, and 2 angels. 

* Lot, encountering these same 2 “men” (angels) in Sodom’s town 

square, & learning they planned to spend the night there, 

pleaded w/ them=> 

“Behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant's house, 

and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise  

early and go on your way” (Gen 19:2). 

Lot didn’t know they were angels, but he did knew that, in 

view of his neighbors’ wickedness, it was dangerous 

for visitors to stay out in the open, among such 

godless/degraded people. 

* When Reuel learned that a traveler named Moses had protected 

his daughters from some ruffian shepherds, he said to 

them=> 

“Where is he then? Why is it that you have left the man  

behind? Invite him to have something to eat” (Ex 2:20). 

* Among the many other examples of OT hospitality are=> 
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* Manoah offering to feed a stranger, whom he ultimately 

discovered to be the angel of the Lord (Judg 13:15). 

* A Shunnamite woman preparing a room for Elisha to stay 

in, whenever the prophet was in town (II Kn 4:10). 

* The hospitality of Job, who could truthfully say=>  

“The alien has not lodged outside, For I have opened  

my doors to the traveler” (Job 31:32). 

This may in part explain why God considered Job the 

most righteous man in the land. 

The NT too contains ample examples of hospitality. 

* Jesus received a hospitable welcome from the Village of Sychar 

(Jn 4:40), Simon the Pharisee (Lk 7:36), another Pharisee 

in Lk 14:1, Martha (Lk 10:38), Simon the Leper (Mt 26:6), 

and 2 disciples on the road to Emmaus (Lk 24:29). 

It was a good thing that so many people were willing to 

practice hospitality toward Jesus, because He had no 

place of His own to even lay His head (Mt 8:20). 

* Peter stayed in the homes of Simon the Tanner (Acts 9:43) and 

Cornelius the centurion (Acts 10:48). 

* Paul and his entourage stayed with Lydia (Acts 16:15), 

Priscilla/Aquila (18:3), Philip the evangelist (21:8), 

Mnason (21:6), & Publius (28:7). 

* Almost all NT churches were established in homes of people 

hospitable enough to open them up for Xn meetings, even 

though this undoubtedly created extra burdens for the 
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home-makers, who were constantly preparing them for 

guests. 

Over/again in Paul’s letters we find statements like the 1 in 

Ro 16:5—“Greet the church that is in their house.” 

Though hospitality had long been considered a social duty in 

many cultures, for Xns it was (& still is) a religious duty 

too. 

It’s an expression of Xn love; & an important part of walking in 

Truth. 

*Paul tops off a series of short admonitions/directives to 

Xns 

 (Rom 12:13)=> “…contributing to the needs of the  

saints, practicing hospitality.” 

*Peter, knowing that fleshly Xns chafe at being saddled w/ 

the obligation to practice hospitality says (1 Pet 4:9):  

“Be hospitable to one another without complaint.” 

* Heb 13:2 adds this intriguing insight=> “Do not neglect  

to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some  

have entertained angels without knowing it.” 

Hospitality isn’t simply letting other people into our homes. 

It’s a loving attitude of openness/generosity to strangers. 

The Gk word (philoxenos) is made up of 2 other words=>  

philos (the love of a friend) and xenos (a stanger).  

So hospitality is lit. “stranger-love”=> coming out of our private 

comfort zones, and making room in our hearts/lives/homes    
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for people we don’t yet know (or don’t know well), taking 

a genuine interest in them. 

It is walking in the Truth to such a degree that we set aside 

the preoccupation with our own insecurities, and 

launch out into loving people for Jesus’ sake, in 

Jesus’ name, as a selfless ministry. 

It’s choosing to sacrifice the desire for selfish exclusiveness 

in an act of obedient love to X. 

It is opening ourselves up to the risk of criticism/rejection, 

as people take a look inside our homes/lives. 

It’s voluntarily setting aside the notion that a man’s 

home is his castle, that keeps intruders out. 

That’s why hospitality is required of elders. 

1 Tim 3:2=> “An overseer, then, must be above 

reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate,  

prudent, respectable, hospitable.” 

If a man’s leadership of his family can’t stand up to 

such open scrutiny, he isn’t qualified to be an 

elder. 

The Church doesn’t practice hospitality today as it once did. 

I’m not saying Xns aren’t hospitable at all. 

Many of us set aside a room in our homes for guests, and 

do enjoy having them stay over for a visit now/then. 

But today there isn’t the same openness that was seen in the early 

Church for several reasons=> 

* 1
st
, because there isn’t the same need=> 
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Homes are no longer the primary meeting-places of 

churches. 

Today’s motels are plentiful/convenient/comfortable. 

Inns in those early days of the Church were 

often just filthy brothels. 

* 2
nd

, because the danger from letting people into our 

homes today is greater than it was just ½ century ago. 

Homes like those in Leave it to Beaver & The Ozzy & 

Harriet Show, are a thing of the past. 

* But 3
rd

, Xns have followed the world’s trend in locking 

others out with security-gates, passwords, caller-ID, 

& an obsession w/ privacy. 

Although there’s nothing inherently wrong with any of these 

things, the Bible challenges us as Xns to live on the edge. 

It calls us to risk opening up our lives & sharing our love 

with strangers, as part of our commitment to walk in 

Truth. 

One thing I would like to see, that would make the people of this 

church different from most others, is old-fashioned 

hospitatily. 

In 3 John 1:5-8, John commends a man named Gaius for his 

hospitality, then politely requests that he keep it up. 

First, today, we will see the commendation, then second the 

request. 
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* The Commendation 

[3 John 1:5-6a]=> “Beloved [Gaius], you are acting faithfully in 

whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially 

when they are strangers; / and they bear witness to your  
love before the church;” 

Gaius had received traveling preachers he didn’t even know 

into his home, as an expression of Xn love. 

They in turn had gone back to John’s church & told everyone 

about Gaius’ generous hospitality (stranger-love) towards 

them. 

Why would a believer like Gaius go out of his way to do that? 

Why would he spend time/effort/money, subjecting himself 

to the hassle/inconvenience of such selfless 

hospitality?  

Was it just so that he could gain a reputation for hospitality. 

No, anything of a good reputation he gained was in 

John’s church, far away, so he didn’t enjoy it. 

It can’t be that he did it because he liked them; 

He didn’t even know them. 

The only reasonable answer I can find to this question, is that 

Gaius (& others like him) do it out of their love for Jesus. 

They are like the people in Mt 25, to whom X will say=> 

“‘I was hungry, & you gave Me something to eat; I was 

thirsty & you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, & you 

invited Me in; /  naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, 

& you visited Me; I was in prison, & you came to Me.’ / 

Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when 

did we see You hungry, & feed You, or thirsty, & give 
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You drink? / And when did we see You a stranger, & 

invite You in, or naked, & clothe You? / And when did we 

see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ / And the 

King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to 

the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine,  

even the least of them, you did it to Me’” (Mt 25:35-40). 

Any form of kindness, generosity, or hospitality, practices 

toward any Xn, is practiced toward Jesus X Himself. 

Certain compelling feelings prevail over such believers’ heart. 

Prob. the first/most-powerful is a feeling of gratitude. 

They love out of gratitude for all that X has done for them. 

He lived for us, died for us, rose for us, & pleads for us. 

We owe the very salvation of our souls to Him. 

A regenerated heart, full of gratitude, has strong desires to 

do something in return, for his Savior/Lord. 

X responds, “To the extent you do it to 1 of these brothers 

of Mine, even the least of them, you do it to Me.” 

Another feeling that prompts such Xns to serve X is veneration 

(they worship/venerate Jesus X). 

They contemplate His being the perfect Son of Man who 

came in absolute humility/kindness/love, even though 

He was/is Creator-God, over all. 

They fall at the foot of His cross, saying, “Lord, I’ll do 

anything for You. What is it that You’d have me do?” 

We Xns praise Him in our hearts, but it’s not enough. 

And yet, we can do no more for Him directly until we 

actually see Him face-to-face. 
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So for now, He asks us to love even the least of His 

brothers. 

A 3
rd

 feeling which motivates our service is empathy with X. 

When you’ve heard about His sufferings/death, haven’t you 

sensed what great honor He deserves from mankind? 

So how do you feel when You hear His name mocked? 

When He’s hated, & His name is dismissed as a joke 

and taken in vain? 

Haven’t you thought “This is wrong, I must do something.” 

You can’t reverse the world’s blasphemy of Him, but you 

can show Him how much you love Him, by your 

kindness to those upon whom He has set His love. 

Fourthly, affection for our Lord prompts us to serve Him. 

We see the scars of the nails in His hands, & of the thorns 

in His forehead—emblems of His love for us.  

We must love Him, because He first loved us & died for us. 

We sense His love as He pleads our case before the Father, 

& we feel the need to cast a crown before His 

noble/beloved feet. 

When John writes to Gaius saying, “You are acting faithfully 

in whatever you accomplish for the brethren,” it’s no 

mystery to us why Gaius would do so (why he was so 

given-to hospitality). 

How could a believer who really understands what Jesus has 

done for him respond in any other way? 
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No inconvenience to us caused by our hospitality towards 

others should ever be considered too great a sacrifice 

for such a wonderful Savior. 

Gaius was simply walking in the Truth, out of his love for his 

Savior/Lord—Jesus X. 

It was an act of unmitigated love, similar in some ways to that of 

a woman in the Gospels who had anointed Jesus’ head, w/ 

costly spikenard from an alabaster vial. 

She had poured it all out, as an expression of her love for 

her Savior. 

Judas & the other disciples had criticized her for “wasting” it in 

this way, as if she were an emotional fanatic, who was 

over-reacting. 

But hers was an expression of intense affection/veneration 

for her Savior, that gave no thought to economy,   

knew nothing of stinginess, and cared nothing for 

other people’s opinions. 

So instead of criticizing her lavish act of love, Jesus 

commended her for it. 

In the mind of her critics, she was acting foolishly 

unreasonably. 

But for her it was a pure/simple act of love. 

Gaius seems to have had his critics too, who prob. considered his 

unrestrained generosity towards strangers, foolishness and 

fanaticism. 
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We’ll meet one of them next week—Diotrephes, who 

refused to practice hospitality toward the brethren         

as Gaius had, & actually forbad others to do so. 

But like the lady who had anointed Jesus, Gaius ignored the 

critics and acted out of his love for his Savior.  

The difference between Gaius/that-lady was that Gaius’ love 

was poured out on those who served X—not on X 

directly. 

When he internalized/assimilated the Truth, making it part of his 

character, out came generous/loving hospitality to others 

(even strangers). 

Paul told Pastor Timothy=> “Instruct them [his congregation]     

to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 

ready to share, / storing up for themselves the treasure of a 
good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold  

of that which is life indeed” (I Tim 6:18-19). 

That’s walking in the Truth, and taking hold of real life 

(eternal life). 

That’s what Gaius had done, and that’s what every believer 

is called to do. 

It is living one’s life in God’s presence, getting into the 

flow of His grace, & responding to others as He does. 

It’s going beyond merely knowing the Truth, to walk in it 

and live it out. 

* The Request 

John has commended Gaius for his past hospitality. 
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Esp. in that he had cared for traveling preachers whom he 

personally didn’t even know (complete strangers). 

Now John adds a politely-phrased request for Gaius to do so 

again, & also to “send them on their way” as they passed 

through his city. 

[Verse 6b]=> “and you will do well to send them on their way in  

a manner worthy of God.” 

“Sending them on their way” meant to supply them with 

everything they needed for the next leg of their journey. 

These men were traveling to some distant destination where they 

would again proclaim the gospel. 

They were prob. being sent out from the church John 

himself pastored. 

They were making significant personal sacrifices because 

of their ministry, in order to extend God’s Kingdom 

& proclaim X’s name. 

Gaius could again become a key-resource and a great blessing to 

them by taking them in for a few nights, as they passed 

through his town, 

& gathering provisions of food/money to help them go on.  

“Sending them on their way” could even involve escorting 

them part/all of the way, to their next stopping place. 

Travel in those days was unpleasant, and often dangerous. 

Whenever Paul recounted his greatest hardships/suffering in the 

ministry, he emphasized the difficulty of his travels. 
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E.g. II Cor 11:25-26=> “Three times I was shipwrecked, a 

night and a day I have spent in the deep. / I have 

been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers,  

dangers from robbers.” 

The night/day in the deep was prob. spent floating on 

wreckage. 

Gaius’ loving hospitality could greatly encourage the men for 

whom John requested help, in their ordeal of traveling. 

So John asked Gaius to send them on their way “in a manner  
worthy of God.” 

I.e., treating them w/ the respect/kindness that befits God’s 

own representatives, as God would treat them 

Himself. 

This is how we should treat our missionaries as well, 

whenever they are in town. 

If we read between the lines here, John may also be telling 

Gaius, “Don’t let Diotrephes discourage you or keep 

you from doing everything you can, to refresh these 

godly men’s spirits.” 

He says, “You will do well” if you help them in such a manner. 

“Well” means “beautiful,” a word used in Mk 14:6 to 

describe the actions of that woman who anointed X.  

Gaius’ loving hospitality towards these men would be a 

beautiful act of Xn kindness/service to Jesus. 

In fact, X Himself had said=> “Truly, truly, I say to you, he  

who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he 

who receives Me receives Him who sent Me”  
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(Jn 13:20). 

Now John provides Gaius with 3 reasons, why he should help 

the traveling preachers on their way... 

Reason #1—For the Sake of Jesus’ Name 

[Verse 7a]=> “For they went out for the sake of the Name,” 

“The Name” refers to Jesus’ nature/Person/work. 

In proclaiming X’s Name, we are telling the world who He is; 

But also how they can become saved through Him because 

of who He is=> the Savior/Lord/Messiah. 

His Name, then, is at the heart of the gospel. 

Jesus gives those who believe in His Name the right to 

become children of God (Jn 1:12). 

X’s name is to be exalted above every other name. 

So Paul was called to “bring about the obedience of faith 

among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake”  

(Rom 1:5). 

Paul, a/w/a all the other Apostles, understood that it was a 

privilege for them to suffer for Jesus’ Name. 

In Acts 5, the Apostles were arrested & brought before the 

Sanhedrin, who growled, “We gave you strict orders 

not to continue teaching in this name” (5:28). 

Then released them. 

Their reaction (vs 41):  “They went on their way from the 

presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been  

considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.” 
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We who enter the ministry are to do so w/ the understanding 

we are called to proclaim X’s name, & suffer for it, if 

necessary. 

It’s not for our convenience, or even primarily for our own 

self-improvement. 

It’s for the glory of X, and the benefit of the Church.  

There are sacrifices to be made, & we must be ready for them. 

X told His Apostles (Mt 19:29)=> “Everyone who has left  

houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or  

children or farms for My name's sake, shall receive  

many times as much, and shall inherit eternal life.” 

Those who enter the ministry must be prepared to sacrifice 

a pleasant home life, their freedom, even their lives if 

need be, out of a compelling love for their Lord. 

They must do whatever it takes, to broadcast Jesus’ Name, 

to men/women/children who are lost in sin. 

Reason #2 (for supporting such men)—No One Else Will  

[Verse 7b]=> “accepting nothing from the Gentiles.” 

These traveling preachers wouldn’t accept support from 

nonbelievers, who could then impugn their motives. 

“Gentiles” here refers to the character/spiritual-standing of these 

men’s unsaved neighbors, not to their racial identity. 

Many false teachers were roaming the empire at that time, 

exploiting people. 
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2 Peter & Jude make it clear that they were primarily 

motivated by greed a/w/a sexual exploitation of 

women. 

Paul was so protective of his own reputation against such 

accusations that he earned his own living, even as he 

ministered. 

He had nothing but contempt for such charlatans.  

II Cor 2:17 (Paul)=> “We are not like many, peddling the 
word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God,  

we speak in Christ in the sight of God.” 

Jesus had taught His Apostles to trust God to provide for them. 

Mk 6:8=> “He instructed them that they should take 

nothing for their journey, except a mere staff; no  

bread, no bag, no money in their belt.” 

God would provide for them through His people’s love; 

People like Gaius. 

I Cor 9:14 makes it clear that ministers are to “get their living 

from the gospel.” 

But I Pet 5:2 makes it equally clear that our motivation is 

not to be the desire for “sordid gain.” 

And we have no right to beg for money from unbelievers. 

Reason #3 (for Gaius’ support)—We All Ought to Be Fellow 

Workers 

[Verse 8]=> “Therefore we ought to support such men, that we  

may be fellow workers with the truth.” 

In 2 Jn 10-11, John had forbidden his readers to house false 

teachers, explaining that the one who does so, or even=>  
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“gives him a greeting participates [lit. fellowships] in his  

evil deeds.” 

Now John adds that, by helping preachers/teachers of the Truth, 

we actually become “fellow workers” with/in the Truth. 

He emphasizes “we,” saying “we ought to support such men.” 

Non-Xns will find all sorts of good causes to support. 

There’s nothing wrong w/ our supporting many of them. 

But we “ought” to support (we have a moral obligation to 

support) those who proclaim the Truth, because we 

are to be their fellow workers, & no one else will if 

they aren’t redeemed. 

For Gaius, the sacrifice in the disruption of his home life, was 

minor, for the sake of hospitality towards these traveling 

preachers who were willing to sacrifice so much 

themselves. 

But there was much for him to gain, because X had said=>  

“He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet  

shall receive a prophet's reward” (Mt 10:41). 

In your support of me as a pastor, you share my reward. 

My job is to make sure I’m faithful enough to earn a reward 

that you would want to share with me by faithfully 

preaching God’s Word & shepherding His people. 

But for every one of us, as fellow workers, the question we must 

ask ourselves is this=> Do I love Jesus X as much as that 

lady who anointed Him with perfume did? 

As much as those men Gaius had housed? 
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Do I feel pleased/privileged to suffer for His name’s sake? 

Knowing that He sacrificed so much to save me, how could I 

ever view the minor inconvenience of practicing hospitality 

too heavy a sacrifice? 
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“Walking in Truth:  Hospitality” 

March 4, 2012 

Text:  III John 1:5-8 

 

1.  A key aspect of the practice of walking in the Truth is [24     hospitality]. 
Ex 23:9 

 

2.  Hospitality in [14     Israel] was a sacrosanct expectation. 
Gen 19:2; Ex 2:20; Judg 13:15; II Kn 4:10; Job 31:32; Lk 4:40; 7:36; 14:1; 10:38; Mt 26:6; Lk 24:29; Mt 8:20; Acts 9:43; 10:48; 16:15; 18:3; 

21:8, 6; 28:7; Rom 16:5 

 

3.  Though hospitality had long been considered a social duty in many cultures, for 

Christians it was (and still is) a [20     religious] duty too. 
Rom 12:13; I Pet 4:9; Heb 13:2 

 

4.  Hospitality is choosing to sacrifice the desire for selfish exclusiveness in an act 

of obedient [10     love] to Christ. 
I Tim 3:2 

 

5.  In 3 John 1:5-8 John commends a man name Gaius for his hospitality, then 

politely [18     requests] that he keep it up… 

* The Commendation 

[3 John 1:5-6a] 
Mt 25:35-40 

 

Certain compelling feelings prevail over such believers’ hearts… 

*6.  Probably the first and most powerful is a feeling of [22     gratitude]. 

 

*7.  Another feeling that prompts such Christians to serve Christ is  

[24     veneration]. 

 

*8.  A third feeling which motivates our service is [16     empathy] with 

Christ. 

 

*9.  Fourthly, [22     affection] for our Lord prompts us to serve Him. 

 

10.  Gaius was simply walking in the Truth out of his love for his [14     Savior] 

and Lord. 

 

11.  When he internalized and assimilated the Truth making it part of his character, 

out came generous, loving [24     hospitality] to others. 
I Tim 6:18-19 
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* The Request 

[Verse 6b] 

 

12.  Gaius could again become a great blessing to them by taking them in for a few 

nights as they passed through his town, and gathering provisions of food and 

money to [10     help] them go on.  
II Cor 11:25-26; Mk 14:6; Jn 13:20 

 

Now John provides Gaius with three reasons why he should help the traveling 

preachers on their way… 

*13.  Reason #1—For the Sake of Jesus’ [12     Name] 

[Verse 7a] 
Jn 1:12; Rom 1:5; Acts 5:28, 41; Mt 19:29 

 

*14.  Reason #2—[6     No] One Else Will Help Them 

[Verse 7b] 
II Cor 2:17; Mk 6:8; I Cor 9:14; I Pet 5:2 

 

*15.  Reason #3—We All Ought to Be Fellow [16     Workers] 

[Verse 8] 
II Jn 1:10-11; Mt 10:41 

 

16.  As fellow workers the question we must ask ourselves is this:  Do I [10    love] 

Jesus Christ as much as those men Gaius had housed? 

 


