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“Facets of Christian Love” 

February 26, 2012 

Text:  III John 1:1-4 

 

Diamonds are some of the most beautiful of God’s creations. 

* E.g. the Star of Africa, a 530 carat diamond which sits atop a 

Royal Scepter but can be removed/worn as a pendant/pin 

[culliman] 

* The beautiful Jubilee Diamond, weighing 245 carats, the 6
th
 

largest diamond in the world [jubilee] 

* The Golden Jubilee Diamond, the world’s largest faceted 

diamond, weighing 545 carats [golden] 

* The Blue Empress Diamond, on sale at Harrod’s Department 

Store last Christmas for $16 million [blueempress]. 

 [Brillanten] To create these beauties, God takes ordinary carbon, 

and subjects it to extremely high pressures/temperatures 

over extended periods of time until its atoms line up in a 

diamond-lattice configuration of covalent bonds. 

Their lustrous appearance results from a high degree of optical 

dispersion—the ability to disperse light of different colors. 

And yet, despite its beauty, diamond is the hardest of all 

substances, & is therefore the most resistant to destruction. 

In some ways, diamonds are like God’s agape love. 

Love reflects God’s glory as diamond reflects light. 

But while diamonds have no light of their own, and can 

only reflect borrowed light, God Himself is light, 

because God is love.  
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His own light is best reflected in His gracious love for us, 

and in our love for one another, which He has poured 

out into our hearts through His Holy Spirit. 

That love shines outward for the whole world to see, 

putting God’s goodness/glory on display. 

Love is so precious, men will give anything (diamonds) to win it. 

1 Cor 13:3=> “If I give all my possessions to feed the poor, 

and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have  

love, it profits me nothing.” 

And yet agape love is indestructible (even more so than 

diamonds). 

1 Cor 13:7 says love “endures all things.” 

A natural diamond becomes all the more valuable as an 

expert diamond-cutter cuts facets into its surfaces,   

until it best reflects the light that is shone upon it. 

In the same sense, God is the spiritual diamond-cutter who chips 

away at a believer’s character till it best reflects His glory, 

in its various facets. 

In 3 John 1:1-4, we find 3 facets of Xn love’s beauty, in 

John’s letter to a believer named Gaius… 

Xn love=> 

* Is based on the Truth 

* Wishes the best for others 

* Rejoices in others’ godliness 

* Facet #1:  Christian Love is Based on Truth 

We find this 1
st
 facet in the opening of John’s letter=> 
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[3 John 1:1]=> “The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love  

in truth.” 

As he did in “2 John,” the Apostle John again identifies 

himself as “the elder.”  

He addresses his letter to an individual named “Gaius,”        

about whom we know nothing but what we read here. 

“Gaius” was perhaps the most popular male name of that 

time/place, and it appears many times in the NT. 

Although John doesn’t specifically say so, this particular Gaius 

was prob. a Xn leader, because John makes statements here 

that would only have been intended for such a leader. 

In verse 4, John will include Gaius among those he 

considers his “spiritual children,” so there’s a good 

chance that John himself had led him to the Lord. 

John emphasizes the fact that he loves Gaius. 

* In verses 2/5/11 of this chapter, the Apostle will address Gaius 

simply as “Beloved.” 

But here he calls him “the beloved Gaius.” 

* Gaius is beloved to John, but also to the whole Church. 

That’s how this word “beloved” is used throughout the NT. 

E.g. in Eph 6:21, a man name Tychicus is called=>  

“the beloved brother & faithful minister in the Lord.” 

* Most importantly, Gaius, like every Xn, is beloved to the Lord. 

E.g. Paul addresses “Romans” to=> “all who are beloved  

of God in Rome, called as saints” (Rom 1:7). 
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The principle which differentiates love among believers from 

other kinds of love, is that it is based on The Truth. 

This is the 1
st
 facet of Xn love that we find in this epistle. 

John loves this man Gaius because he, like John, is totally 

committed to The Truth found in God’s Word. 

As we learned in “2 John,” The Truth is a whole system of truths, 

a Xn view of existence revealed in God’s Word, The Bible. 

1
st
, it is a philosophical perspective that views all of reality 

as the creation of a personal God, not the fortuitous 

accident of mindless evolutionary forces. 

2
nd

, it is a practice—a whole way of life, lived by God’s 

people. 

It involves a system of values, morals, and 

obligations that a Xn believer takes on himself. 

3
rd

, The Truth is a Person—Jesus X—through whom 

believers form a relationship with their Creator, and 

thus with ultimate/eternal reality. 

Jesus said=> “I am the way, & the truth, & the life; 

no one comes to the Father, but through Me”  
(Jn 14:6). 

There is a common love-bond shared by all who believe in the 

Truth. 

* This love among believers is patient & kind. 

* It isn’t jealous/arrogant, it doesn’t brag, act 

unbecomingly, or selfishly seek its own. 

* It isn’t easily provoked & doesn’t hold grudges. 
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* It rejoices w/ the truth, not in unrighteousness. 

* It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

and endures all things (I Cor 13:4-7). 

This love is unique from all other loves in this world, because it 

is based on belief-in (& a commonly held commitment-to) 

the Truth of God. 

That’s what makes it so eternal & so magnificent—like a 

priceless, resplendent diamond. 

* Facet #2:  Christian Love Wishes the Best for Others 

[Verse 2]=> “Beloved, I pray [euchomai—best translated “I 

wish” (not proseuchomai)] that in all respects you may  

prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.” 

There’s a benevolence about true agape love that sincerely 

wishes the best for others, & grieves over their troubles. 

Here in verse 2, John wishes that Gaius might prosper, succeed, 

and enjoy favorable circumstances. 

E.g. in business/employment, or in his goals/plans. 

He also wishes that Gaius may enjoy good physical health. 

It was standard procedure in ancient letters of the time to express 

such wishes on behalf of the letter’s recipients. 

In fact, some Latin correspondence simply included the 

letters SVBEEV—a Latin acronym for “If you are 

well, that is good; I am well.”  

But just because John adopted a standard letter-writing custom of 

the time, don’t think he was any the less sincere in his wish 

for Gaius’ prosperity/health. 
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He loved the man w/ Xn love, and that love created w/i his 

heart a genuine wish for Gaius’ good fortune. 

Although we are to set our minds on things above, not on the 

things of this world (Col 3:2), there’s nothing wrong with 

our desiring health, comfort, security, and even wealth for 

people we love. 

We have in this verse a biblical precedent for desiring 

physical a/w/a spiritual blessings for our friends. 

We don’t want those things to become idolatrous priorities 

and preoccupations in their hearts, but their mere 

possession won’t inevitably or necessarily make them 

so. 

It’s the attitude of love towards money that makes it 

the root of all evil, not the money itself. 

In Gaius’ case, there was no doubt that he was already 

thriving spiritually. 

John says his soul was prospering.  

That means he was experiencing spiritual prosperity.  

The “soul” here refers to a person’s spiritual essence/life. 

E.g. we see that same usage in Peter’s words in I Pet 2:11, 

“fleshly lusts… wage war against the soul”  

(i.e., against the spiritual self/life). 

Gaius’ soul “prospered,” by which John prob. meant that his faith 

was sound, he was growing in the grace & knowledge of X, 

and he lived a life worthy of his Lord/Savior. 
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He was consistently seeking to please His Master, by 

obeying Him, serving Him, and bearing spiritual fruit 

that glorified X, through humble/heartfelt submission 

to the H.S. 

So John is saying to Gaius, “You’re thriving spiritually.  I only 

hope and wish that you may thrive materially/physically as 

well.” 

Again, what we’re seeing here is the benevolence of Xn love that 

fervently wishes for the blessings of God on fellow 

believers—at a physical, a/w/a a spiritual, level. 

We’re seeing a 2
nd

 facet of the diamond of God’s agape 

love, reflected kin the hearts/lives of His people. 

* Facet #3:  Christian Love Rejoices in Others’ Godliness 

[Verse 3]=> “For I was very glad [echaren—delighted] when 

brethren came and bore witness to your truth, that is, how  

you are walking in truth.” 

Apparently Xn brethren had visited Gaius’ church more than 

once. 

The godliness/kindness they had witnessed in his words/actions, 

had impressed them and left them w/ no doubt that he was 

walking in the Truth. 

In fact, John refers to “your truth.” 

Gaius had assimilated the Truth of God so deeply, and was 

living so consistently in accordance with that truth,   

it had become his own truth. 

John will soon tell us specifically what this means=> 
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* Vs 5 will describe Gaius’ faithfulness in serving others, 

esp. strangers in town. 

* Vs 6 will mention Gaius’ loving attitude. 

It had become clear to these visiting brethren that Gaius was a 

sincere Xn who lived outwardly what he believed inwardly. 

In the words of Jesus, the light of God w/i him was 

consistently shining outwardly for the world to see, 

like the sparkling light of a diamond. 

It’s one thing to believe the truth, but something else to apply 

it so consistently to our lives that it truly becomes ours 

by assimilation. 

John says of Gaius=> “you are walking in truth” and John 

stresses the word “you”—others may be inconsistent in the 

daily conduct of their Xn lives, but Gaius lived the truth. 

* Walking in the Truth is more than merely learning/knowing  

the Truth. 

That’s a good 1
st
 step, but there’s more involved than that. 

* Walking in Truth is even more than comprehending or 

understanding it, or becoming theologically grounded 

in it. 

That too is good/necessary, but the Pharisees understood 

the letter of the Law w/o walking in the Truth. 

* It’s also more than feeling the Truth. 
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If the Truth doesn’t leave a person feeling deeply grieved 

over his sin, you’ll never see tears of repentant faith, 

or of love for Jesus in his eyes. 

Feeling too is important, and we need to love the Truth,  

but by itself it’s not enough. 

Walking in Truth is the power of the gospel lived out in a life.  

It is moral/spiritual obedience to the Word that produces 

behavior change. 

E.g. reverence-towards-God, moral uprightness, 

integrity, and love. 

You see it in Xn women, whose gentle/quiet spirit makes 

them precious both in God’s sight & in ours. 

Scripture repeatedly mentions the importance of walking in the 

Truth, by applying it, rather than just knowing/professing 

it. 

E.g. James wrote=> “Prove yourselves doers of the word,  

and not merely hearers who delude themselves” 

 (Jms 1:22-22). 

Jesus alluded to this as well, asking His disciples=>“Why do you 

call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' & do not do what I say?” (Lk 6:46). 

* He went on to compare a person who both hears/acts-on 

His words, with a well built house. 

When the floods rise up & burst against it, it can’t be 

shaken, because its foundation is sound/solid. 

* Those who learn Jesus’ words but don’t apply them, are 

like a house that is shattered by turmoil/trouble. 
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Their lack of a solid foundation catches up w/ them. 

Knowing X’s words, will do us no good until we actually 

apply them to our own lives. 

Thoughts of Gaius’ faithful life made John glad, causing him 

to rejoice. 

It pleased him personally, because John was a spiritual father 

figure, who cared deeply about those he had brought to X. 

It pleased him greatly that brethren had come to the church 

where Gaius ministered, and had witnessed his 

faithfulness themselves. 

Vs 6 says, they returned to John’s church, and told the 

entire congregation all about Gaius=> what a loving, 

good, and godly man he was. 

John, like any proud father, was delighted to hear others 

acknowledging his spiritual son’s well-deserved 

notoriety. 

Now John explains just how much joy he gets from hearing 

about his spiritual children’s faithfulness. 

[Verse 4]=> “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my  

children walking in the truth.” 

Having enormous affection for Gaius and all the others he had 

brought to X, John found supreme joy in knowing that they 

were living according to the Truth. 

He got greater joy from that, than anything else. 
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In I Jn 2:12-14, John describes “fathers of the faith” who rejoice 

in knowing Him who has been from the beginning—God, 

the Creator of all things. 

John himself was a father of the faith. 

And yet here in our own text, he says nothing (even 

knowing God) gives him greater joy here on earth 

than hearing that his children in the faith are walking 

in the Truth. 

His love for the Lord increased his love for others,  

esp. those who had come to know X through him. 

Paul felt exactly the same way, and referred to the Corinthians 

as=> “my beloved children” (I Cor 4:14-16). 

One sign of true spiritual maturity is bringing people to X 

and then taking interest in their spiritual welfare   

(like a parent cares for his child). 

Like John, the welfare of Paul’s spiritual children meant 

everything to him, which is why he wrote to the 

Thessalonian Xns=> “Who is our hope or joy  

or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the 

presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? / For you  

are our glory and joy.” (I Thes 2:19-20). 

Parents who love their children will understand John’s/Paul’s 

joy. 

If we are truly Xns ourselves, we too can say, “I have no greater 

joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.” 
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If, on the other hand, we aren’t actually believers, those words 

will ring hollow coming from our lips, because an ungodly 

man cares little about godliness in himself or his children. 

An unsaved parent may derive great joy in the physical health 

and strength of his children’s bodies, but give no thought to 

the spiritual cancer in their souls. 

He may rejoice if they are good-looking, but care nothing 

about how their sinful hearts look from God’s 

p.o.v.=> like grotesque lepers. 

He may glow when being told that his son is getting A’s in 

school & is headed for a life of success/achievement. 

Or that his daughter is beautiful and is destined for 

admiration/wealth. 

But we who are truly born-again, can never be satisfied, nor 

can we sleep restfully at night, until we are fully 

confident that our children show signs of new birth; 

That they are walking in the Truth. 

Any Xn parent who isn’t greatly concerned about his children 

being saved from the wrath to come, is either spiritually 

ignorant, or he’s not actually saved himself. 

Our rejoicing for our sons/daughters is not simply for their 

bodies, nor merely for their lives in this world. 

And it’s not for the things they’ll accumulate/achieve 

in a world which God has scheduled for 

incineration (II Pet 3). 
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It is for the eternal changes God has brought about in their 

hearts, on behalf of their eternal souls. 

We earnestly long to hear them tell us, “I have given my 

life to the Lord, & I praise His name for saving me.” 

We, like John, can have no greater joy, because we’ve prayed so 

fervently & so long, that X would draw them to Himself. 

The joy of the answer to our prayers is directly proportional 

to the intensity of our prior supplications. 

Hannah prayed so earnestly, that Eli thought she was drunk and 

was talking to herself. 

When the Lord gave her a godly son (Samuel), she broke 

into a beautiful prayer of rejoicing=>“My heart  

exults [rejoices] in the LORD; My horn is exalted in 

the LORD, My mouth speaks boldly against my 
enemies, Because I rejoice in Thy salvation”  

(I Sam 2:1). 

If some of our children have become converted, but others are 

not, we aren’t content until we know they’re all safe in X. 

So we keep praying, “Lord, let them ALL be saved.  Don’t 

leave even one of them behind!  I couldn’t bear it, 

that any of my children should remain Your enemy.” 

If that’s your situation, let the fact that He has already 

saved some of your children become your 

encouragement to pray all the more fervently for the 

others. 
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If any of them end up in Hell, let them crawl there over the 

calluses on your knees, built up by hours in earnest 

prayer. 

When Israel left Egypt, they all ate the Passover lamb inside 

houses whose doorways were smeared w/ lamb’s blood. 

Then they all came out of those houses and fled together as 

families, leaving none of their children behind. 

Jesus is our Passover Lamb, sin is the Egypt from whose 

slavery He has delivered us, & we want our whole 

family to escape & come with us—none of them left 

behind. 

Parent, suppose you had to leave one of your children behind, & 

that you had to choose which 1 was to become eternally 

separated from God. 

How could you make such a choice?  You couldn’t! 

So how could you not pray continually for the salvation & 

sanctification of every one of your sons/daughters? 

How could you not pray w/ all your might that they will all 

walk in Truth? 

If we parents have really come to know eternal life ourselves 

through our faith in Jesus X, we can relate to Moses’ prayer 

for Israel, after they worshiped the golden calf.  

He prayed God would blot his own name from the Book of 

Life if He wasn’t going to save them from death. 
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We might pray that prayer on behalf of our children’s 

souls. 

We could not contemplate w/ casual indifference their 

eternal destruction in Hell for even a moment. 

We would cry out w/ David=> “O my son Absalom, my  

son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of  

you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (II Sam 18:33). 

The Apostle John had undoubtedly prayed earnestly for the 

souls of the people to whom he was writing. 

And now, hearing that they were walking in the truth, the 

fervency of his prayers had turned into overwhelming joy. 

Though they weren’t his own biological children, they were 

his spiritual children, & he was their spiritual father. 

Through his ministry they had been brought to eternal life 

in X. 

He had a father’s care in providing them w/ spiritual food 

and protecting them from their spiritual enemies. 

That is true of the relationship between any pastor and those God 

has given him to care for—those for whom he will give an 

account. 

In heaven our memories of earthly relationships will be 

faint, but memories of such spiritual relationships 

will last. 
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While an Apostle like John (or a pastor like me) is still here 

on earth, we find great joy in seeing our people’s 

lives progressively conformed to the image of Jesus. 

And we enjoy hearing others talk about it as well. 

Of course, there are some whom we may observe for years, 

waiting anxiously for the Spirit to do His saving/sanctifying 

work, just as any parent does his own children. 

And we spend a good deal of time praying for that/them. 

We also teach/preach/pray, so that our little ones in the faith will 

grow strong/mature. 

That what we teach them will become internalized as 

understanding, then as heartfelt conviction, and 

ultimately as a lifestyle of walking in the Truth. 

We do pray that our people will rest in the Truth, and that 

they will stand strong/firm in the Truth, but 

ultimately our prayer is that they will consistently 

walk in the Truth. 

We feel a bit of alarm when we see them being drawn away by 

the charms of this world, or the deceptions of modern 

thought that pervade our culture. 

But we experience great joy/gratitude, as we see the Lord 

using various means/circumstances to pull them back 

from questioning God’s Word, or His faithfulness, or 

Jesus’ substitutionary sacrifice for their sin, or the 

Lord’s gracious love for them/their-own-children. 
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So with that, I would ask you to walk consistently in the 

Truth. 

Love our Lord w/ all your heart, and love other believers until 

they marvel at your love, like a priceless diamond. 

Let me, and others like me, find our greatest gladness and joy in 

the fact that everyone knows, you are walking in the Truth. 
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“Facets of Christian Love” 

February 26, 2012 

Text:  III John 1:1-4 

 

In 3 John 1:1-4 we find three facets of Christian love’s beauty in John’s letter 

to a believer named Gaius… 
I Cor 13:3, 7 

* Christian Love is Based on Truth 

[3 John 1:1] 

1.  The Apostle John again identifies himself as “the [12     elder].”  
Eph 6:21; Rom 1:7 

 

2.  The principle which differentiates love among believers from other kinds of 

love is that it is based on the [12     Truth]. 
Jn 14:6; I Cor 13:4-7 

 

* Christian Love Wishes the Best for Others 

[Verse 2] 

3.  There is a benevolence about true agape love that sincerely wishes the best for 

others, and [16     grieves] over their troubles. 
Col 3:2 

 

4.  In Gaius’ case there was no doubt that he was already [18    thriving] spiritually. 
I Pet 2:11 

 

* Christian Love Rejoices in Others’ Godliness 

[Verse 3] 
III Jn 1:5, 6 

 

5.  It had become clear to these visiting brethren that Gaius was a sincere Christian 

who [12     lived] outwardly what he believed inwardly. 

 

6.  Walking in Truth is the power of the [14     gospel] lived out in a life.  
Jms 1:22; Lk 6:46 

 

[Verse 4] 

7.  Having enormous affection for Gaius and all the others he had brought to 

Christ, John found supreme [8     joy] in knowing that they were living 

according to the Truth. 
I Jn 2:12-14; I Cor 4:14-16; I Thes 2:19-20 

 

8.  We who are truly born-again can never be satisfied until we are fully confident 

that our children are [16     walking] in the Truth. 
I Sam 2:1 
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9.  If some of our children have become converted but others are not, we are not 

content until we know they’re [8      all] safe in Christ. 
 

 

10.  The Apostle John had undoubtedly prayed earnestly for the souls of the people 

to whom he was writing; hearing that they were walking in the truth, the 

fervency of his prayers had turned in overwhelming [8     joy]. 

 

11.  We teach, preach, and pray so that our little ones in the faith will [10     grow] 

strong and mature. 

 

12.  Let others find gladness and [8     joy] in the fact that you are walking in the 

Truth. 


