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“Walking in the Truth,” Part 2 

February 19, 2012 

Text:  II John 1:9-13 

 

God is a God of truth, who cannot lie. 

Because men are born in sin, their hearts are deceitfully wicked, 

& they can’t even discover the truth about their own hearts. 

Satan has so perverted human nature that man twists the 

truth, putting sweet for bitter, and bitter for sweet. 

Men also lie, out of fear of the consequences of the truth. 

Children lie to avoid punishment. 

Husbands might even lie when their wives ask, “Does this 

dress make me look thinner?” 

But God is not a man that He should lie, and He has no fear of 

consequences at all. 

He is omnipotent God, who will accomplish His purposes 

by His mighty power, and who will never need to 

resort to slinking along the backroads of deception. 

Falsehood is the wickedness of a mean/little nature. 

* God is a glorious God, whose nature is inherently true and 

noble, and He will always be true to His nature. 

* God is also true to His covenants. 

Before time began, He made a covenant promise to Himself 

that He would send His Son to earth—His only 

begotten Son—to  become a ransom for many. 
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When the time came & He was faced with the awful reality 

of having to fulfill that promise, He did it—even 

knowing wicked men would put His Son to death. 

* In addition, God is true to His eternal purposes. 

Fallen men/angels have tried to thwart His intentions. 

He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at 

them (Psa 2:4). 

God purposed to create a world, and true to His purpose He 

sustains it moment by moment. 

God has purposed to judge men when His purposes for this 

world are completed, and His judgment too will be 

absolutely true. 

There will be no twisting of the Law to show preference to 

certain people, & there’ll be no bribery to pervert it. 

As we have seen over the past 2 weeks, God has called His 

people into His own world of truth, as practitioners and 

participants in the Truth. 

In the words of the Apostle John, He has called us to   

“walk in the Truth.” 

In last week’s text, John described 4 characteristics of those who 

walk in the truth=>  

* They delight in other believers 

* They love other believers 

* They obey God’s commandments 

* They guard other believers from false teachers. 
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Today’s text is an expansion on that fourth characteristic, as John 

provides further instruction about false teachers, & how 

those who walk in the truth should deal w/ them. 

Confronted w/ the threat of false teachers, those who walk in 

the Truth are to… 

Be discerning, reject false teachers, & receive true teachers 

* Discern Between Truee Teachers and False Teachers 

[2 John 1:9]=> “Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in 
the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who 

abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the  

Son.” 

In verse 7, John mentioned “the deceiver & the antichrist” and 

now he defines them in both positive/negative terms. 

Positively, deceivers include any teacher who “goes too far”—

who literally “goes before and leads out,” advancing w/ 

bold confidence into theological error/heresy, & taking 

others w/ him. 

He has no sense of reverent caution in his dealings with 

God’s Word, but makes it say whatever he wants. 

Thinking outside the box isn’t necessarily a theological asset, as 

it is in many other areas of life. 

This is one of the unique characteristics of The Truth, 

which differentiates it from other forms of truth. 

Whenever a man discovers some new theological truth not 

found in the Bible, he goes beyond what God has 

revealed to be true, & enters into the realm of error. 
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When God revealed The Truth, He got is right the first time, 

explaining reality as He Himself had created it. 

Our task is to study/apply that truth, not to judge the truth 

or substitute our own foolishness for it. 

It’s to let the Truth judge/change/purify us, not for us to 

judge/change it. 

The truth of God’s Word is=> “living and active and  

sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as 
far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints 

and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and  

intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12). 

Now John restates the same truth negatively, saying those 

who go too far, don’t abide in “the teaching of X.”  

I.e., they are deceivers and false teachers. 

Commentators debate the issue of whether “the teaching of X” 

refers to what X Himself aught, or what Scripture teaches 

about X. 

I say it refers to both. 

* In the NT,“the teaching” almost always refers to the body of 

truths which were originally revealed/taught by Jesus 

Himself. 

E.g. Titus 1:9=> “…holding fast the faithful word  

which is in accordance with the teaching.” 

Heb 2:3 says this about it=> “After it was at the first  

spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by  
those who heard” [the Apostles]. 
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* But one of the key truths Jesus taught His Apostles, was the 

truth about Himself (who He was/is=> God in human 

flesh). 

This is one of the most basic facts in all of revealed truth. 

And John has just mentioned that very subject in verse 7    

of this chapter=> “Many deceivers have gone out 

into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus  

Christ as coming in the flesh.” 

So “the teaching of X” must include both the truths Jesus Himself 

taught, and the truths about Jesus revealed in the Bible. 

The Xn faith is grounded in X’s incarnation, death, 

resurrection, atonement for sin, and redemption of 

sinners who believe in Him. 

To “go beyond” these truths into nonbiblical speculation is 

to reject/abandon them.  

It is to deny them, & thus to deny sinners any hope of ever 

finding salvation for their souls, in the “teaching of 

Christ.” 

John is telling us we can/should discern whether a teacher is 

true or false on the basis of what he says about X/His-

teachings. 

So we must evaluate what a preacher preaches for its adherence 

to the Truth. 

I Thes 5:20-21=> “Do not despise prophetic utterances. /  
But examine everything carefully. 
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The teacher who doesn’t abide in the teaching of X, is a false 

teacher. 

He isn’t even born again, because John says he doesn’t 

“have” God. 

And that’s because he doesn’t have the Son of God. 

1 Jn 2:23=>“Whoever denies the Son does not have the 

Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father  

also.” 

1 Jn 5:12 says that to have the Son is to have eternal life; 

Not to have the Son is not to have life. 

True teachers are born again and teach the Truth, but    

false teachers are unsaved and don’t teach the Truth. 

False teachers will never be content to remain w/i the confines of 

Scripture, & pride will always drive them to seek new truth, 

new revelations & new interpretations of God’s Word. 

Going beyond, and contradicting what X taught & who He 

declared Himself to be, they’ll prove they don’t have 

God, they don’t have X, & they aren’t redeemed. 

A true, born-again teacher will teach the Truth & only the Truth, 

not wandering off into something “beyond” the Truth. 

He will abide (stay put) in the teaching of X, not neglecting 

it for worldly wisdom and human speculation. 

His goal will be to declare God’s Word, so that sinners will 

believe it unto salvation, and saints will be spiritually 

nourished by it unto sanctification & spiritual 

maturity. 
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In the words of II Tim 2:15, true teachers “handle accurately 

the Word of truth.” 

Lit., they “cut straight the Word of truth” as a plowman 

cuts a straight furrow in his field, from one end of it 

to the other. 

In the same way, a true teacher gives a straight exposition and 

explanation of God’s Word. 

He doesn’t skip over Scriptures that don’t suit his fancy, or 

camp endlessly on the ones that do. 

He doesn’t twist/pervert Scripture verses, torturing them 

until they no longer say what the original writers 

meant and the H.S. inspired them to say. 

He doesn’t gloss over doctrinal issues that he fears his 

people will find uncomfortable/unacceptable. 

For example, a true preacher teaches that salvation is by God’s 

grace alone, not by any man’s moral efforts, merit, 

penance, religious feelings, commendable deeds, or 

religious activities. 

He teaches (no matter how his listeners may howl) that man 

is depraved, because that’s what the Bible declares. 

He states w/o hesitation/equivocation that man is dead in 

his sins, and corrupt before God. 

Not that man has some fine qualities which are just 

waiting to be nurtured, encouraged, developed 

or refined. 
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A true preacher/teacher plows a straight furrow of faith, 

proclaiming the Good News of God’s Word. 

He doesn’t invent new truth, that tickles men’s ears. 

He declares that anyone who believes in Jesus for the 

forgiveness of his sins will be washed/regenerated. 

But he also declares the absolute necessity of repentance as 

a result of regeneration; 

That a true believer must loathe/forsake his sins. 

That a true child of God cannot love God while he 

loves the sins, that God hates. 

False teachers, on the other hand, will hedge/equivocate, 

bob/weave, carefully ducking these issues, and replacing 

them w/ genial/diplomatic platitudes. 

* Reject False Teachers 

[Verses 10-11]=> “If anyone comes to you and does not bring 

this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do 

not give him a greeting; / for the one who gives him a  

greeting participates in his evil deeds.” 

In verse 9, John told us we need to be discerning w/ regard to 

false teachers, and he explained how to do that. 

Now he tells us what to do, once we’ve discerned that someone 

clearly is a false teacher=> completely reject him. 

Itinerant teachers often relied upon the hospitality of others 

as they went from town to town, proclaiming their 

message. 

That’s what Jesus’ own disciples did, as He had instructed them. 
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In Mk 6, He sent out the Twelve to proclaim the Kingdom,  

saying=> “Wherever you enter a house, stay there 

until you leave town. / And any place that does not 

receive you or listen to you, as you go out from there, 
shake off the dust from the soles of your feet for a  

testimony against them” (Mk 6:10-11). 

Hospitality was/is expected of Xns, but it was especially 

important in the 1
st
 cent., because inns were typically so 

full of vermin/filth/immorality, Xns were loathe to stay in 

them. 

But under any/all circumstances, hospitality is a vital Xn virtue. 

In Rom 12, Paul instructed the Xns of Rome to be devoted 

to one another in brotherly love, contributing to one 

another’s needs, & practicing hospitality (12:10, 13). 

Hospitality is one of the qualifications required of elders  

(I Tim 3:2).  

In 1 Tim 5, Paul created a special classification of widows 

called “widows indeed,” & one of the requirements 

for belonging the this auspicious group was that=> 

“She has shown hospitality to strangers” (5:10). 

The word hospitality itself lit. means “stranger love.” 

Hospitality is still a very important virtue among Xns today. 

Heb 13:2=> “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by this some have entertained angels  

without knowing it.” 

In the early days of the Church, before Xns started erecting 

church buildings, churches met in homes. 
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Without homes committed to the principle of hospitality, 

many churches would have had no place to meet. 

Although there are advantages to having special buildings 

dedicated exclusively to worship/instruction, 

churches lost something when they were taken out of 

homes. 

Xns’ love for one another was negatively affected. 

I would encourage you to show hospitality to non-Xns 

a/w/a other Xns. 

The importance of Xn hospitality, makes John’s commanding 

us to refuse it to false teachers all the more poignant=> 

“If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching,  

do not receive him into your house….” 

It might seem strange that John, having just told us that those 

who walk in the Truth love other people, now forbids us to 

show our love to certain others through hospitality. 

But this is an indication of how dangerous false teachers 

are, to the spiritual wellbeing of Xns/the-Church. 

Please understand that John is not telling us to slam our 

doors in the faces of nonbelievers in general. 

We are to invite them into our homes, so they’ll see the Xn 

artwork on our walls, hear our prayers before meals, 

witness in our conversations the love/respect we have 

for one another, and hear about Jesus from our lips. 
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John isn’t even telling us to keep out those who belong to 

false churches or believe in false religions—e.g. 

Mormons/JW’s. 

He is telling us not to receive into our homes=> “anyone [who]  

comes to you [on an official visit] and does not bring this  

teaching.” 

I.e., anyone wanting to assume the role of a teacher in our 

homes so that he can teach us false doctrine. 

And even at that, not just any false doctrine, but that which 

contradicts basic Xn doctrines (“the teaching of X”). 

So if you invite someone over for dinner, and in the course 

of the conversation he happens to mention that he 

thinks Xns will go through the Tribulation, don’t 

show him the door and throw him out. 

But with all those disclaimers in mind, I must point out the 

directness/severity of what John does say we are to do, 

once we’ve determined that someone is truly a false 

teacher=> 

“Do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a 
greeting; / for the one who gives him a greeting  

participates in his evil deeds.” 

So, should we invite false teachers in for a glass of lemonade and 

give them a half hour to make a brief presentation, 

assuming they can’t harm us because we know the truth? 

No! 
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Someone:  But it seems so rude just to ask them to leave, or even 

to tell them you view them as deceivers/false-teachers. 

You can/should do it politely, as long as they don’t exploit 

your politeness to extend the conversation, pushing 

your tolerance to the limit. 

But when it comes right down to it, John says we aren’t 

even to give them a greeting, which might well 

require a measured impoliteness on our part, out of 

necessity. 

And we need to make sure our polite/tolerant attitude isn’t 

actually the result of indifference towards the Truth. 

According to Irenaeus, when John encountered the Gnostic 

teacher Cerinthus in a bathhouse, he immediately left, 

saying, “Let us fly, lest even the bathhouse fall down,  

because Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, is within.” 

Based on what we learned in last week’s text, false teachers 

are a serious (even a demonic) menace. 

Both Jesus/Paul portrayed them as ravenous wolves. 

X also described them as thieves/robbers whose only 

purpose is to steal/kill/destroy (Jn 10:1,10). 

They dress/smile nicely, but they are spiritually lethal. 

Recognize that they represent a serious spiritual 

danger. 
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Inviting a false teacher to come in, & letting him assume the role 

of teacher, confers credibility upon him which entitles him 

to deference/submission that we dare not give him. 

John says that anyone who even gives him a greeting 

actually “participates (koinoneo—fellowships, forms 

a partnership) in his evil deeds.” 

Not just his theological error, but in his evil deeds, 

which dishonor God, and destroy people’s 

souls. 

When our neighbors see us invite false teachers in to give 

them a hearing, they may follow our example, and 

become victims of these deceivers. 

X said, “He who receives a [true] prophet in the name of a  

prophet shall receive a prophet's reward” (Mt 10:41) 

So we have to wonder what he shall receive who receives a 

false prophet, given John’s warning here. 

Verse 8 said he will lose some part of his reward. 

* Receive True Teachers 

[Verses 12-13]=> “Having many things to write to you, I do not 
want to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you 

and speak face to face, that your joy may be made full. /  

The children of your chosen sister greet you.” 

In view of his term of endearment, “chosen lady,” by which John 

addressed this church in the opening salutation, he now 

refers to her sister church as “your chosen sister.” 

John was prob. writing from that sister church. 
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Her “children” would be the members of that church. 

John says they “greet” you, and the word he chooses means  

both to greet, and to embrace in love. 

Having just told his readers not to show hospitality to false 

teachers, John announces that he hopes to come to them 

himself for a visit. 

Whom would he stay with, when he came?  One of them. 

He expects them to show a true teacher (him) the same loving 

hospitality, he has just told them to refuse to false teachers.  

John’s purpose in coming to visit his readers was to speak 

with them “face to face” (lit. “mouth to mouth”). 

His visit wouldn’t simply be a social get-together, but a time of 

fellowship, based on instruction in God’s revealed truth. 

He hadn’t said everything in this letter that needed to be said. 

Only the most urgent matters, in view of the false teachers’ 

impending invasion of their church. 

He wanted to say “mouth-to-mouth,” personally whatever 

remained to be said. 

That way they could ask questions and seek clarification 

regarding both his statements while he was there, 

a/w/a the ones in this letter. 

They’d also see his love for them in his aged face/eyes,  

and they’d hear it in his voice. 

They’d see that he wasn’t being hateful or unnecessarily 

harsh in forbidding hospitality to false teachers. 
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John expected that the fellowship he/they would share 

together, based on the revealed truths he would tell 

them, would make their joy full/complete. 

For a Xn, this is one of his greatest joys on earth. 

I experience that joy every Tuesday morning in my little 

discipleship group, as we explore together many of 

our blessings as Xns, revealed in God’s Word. 

I’m sure Pastor Dean & the guys w/ whom he meets 

experience that same kind of joy, in the men’s group. 

Xns need that kind of joy, & we need to cultivate it. 

That’s why John wrote 1
st
 John, as he said in 1 Jn 1:4=>  

“These things we write, so that our joy [yours/mine  

together] may be made complete.” 

If that kind of joy were available to us w/o Bible-study or 

Xn fellowship, John wouldn’t have needed to write. 

We can’t always rejoice in this world, because our treasure is in 

heaven—not here. 

Here we have affliction, we wrestle w/ principalities and 

powers, we experience sickness, setbacks, 

disappointments, temptations and trials. 

We have all learned how important it is for us to rejoice with 

fullness of joy, because that joy gives us 

strength/protection, to deal with such adversity. 
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When we don’t rejoice, we’re as vulnerable to temptation 

and discouragement as Peter was before the maiden 

who accused him of being a follower of Jesus. 

But when we’re full of joy, then we, like Habakkuk, can 

exult in the Lord even if the fig tree doesn’t blossom, 

& there are no cattle in the stalls.  

To be full of joy in the Lord, is to be full of spiritual power 

by which we overcome, & our lives glorify our God. 

A believer’s joy is to be found in walking in the Truth as he 

fills/renews his mind with God’s Word. 

But in addition, it is found in enjoying those revealed truths in the 

company of other believers, who also revel in them just as 

we do. 

Our joy isn’t found in the fig tree, the cattle stall, the fullness of 

our pantry, our company’s profits, or our annual income. 

We thank our Lord for all these blessings, a/w/a all earthly 

joys, but they aren’t sufficient to satisfy our souls. 

We need something better, something more eternally secure 

and significant—something closer to our hearts. 

When John wrote, “These things we write, so that our joy may be 

made complete,” he was talking about fellowship with X 

and with other Xns, through X. 

We find that fellowship around/through God’s Word—

what John has referred to in our text as “the teaching 

of Christ.” 
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In 1 Jn 1:3, he wrote=> “What we have seen and heard we 

proclaim to you also, that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with  

the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” 

Jesus X is the great theme of Scripture. 

As we enjoy it/Him together, by plunging into God’s Word, 

together celebrating all the blessings/blessedness that 

are rightfully ours as His redeemed people, our joy is 

made full/complete. 

Together we can sing w/ joy to the praise of our Savior=> 

“Jesus, the very thought of You 

With sweetness fills my breast, 

But sweeter far Your face to see, 

And in Your presence rest.” 
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“Walking in the Truth,” Part 2 

February 19, 2012 

Text:  II John 1:9-13 

 

1.  God is a glorious God whose nature is inherently true and noble, and He will 

always be [10     true] to His nature. 
Psa 2:4 

 

2.  God has called His people into His own world of truth as practitioners and 

participants in the [12     Truth]. 

 

Confronted with the threat of false teachers, those who walk in the Truth are 

to… 

* Discern Between True and False Teachers 

[2 John 1:9] 

 

3.  Deceivers include any teacher who has no sense of reverent caution in his 

dealings with God’s Word, but makes it say whatever [6     he] wants. 
Titus 1:9; Heb 2:3; II Jn 1:7 

 

4.  “The teaching of Christ” must include both the truths Jesus Himself taught and 

the truths [12     about] Jesus revealed in the Bible. 
I Jn 2:23; 5:12 

 

5.  A true, born-again teacher will teach the Truth and only the Truth, not 

wandering off into something “[14     beyond]” the Truth. 
II Tim 2:15 

 

* Reject False Teachers 

[Verses 10-11] 

6.  John now tells us what to do, once we have discerned that someone clearly is a 

false teacher:  completely [14     reject] him. 
Mk 6:10-11; Rom 12:10, 13; I Tim 5:10 

 

7.  Hospitality is still a very important virtue among Christians [12     today]. 
Heb 13:2 

 

8.  The importance of Christian hospitality makes John’s commanding us to  

[14     refuse] it to false teachers all the more poignant. 

 

9.  Should we invite false teachers in to make a brief presentation, assuming they 

can’t harm us because we know the truth?  [6     No] 
Jn 10:1, 10 
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10.  Inviting a false teacher to come in, and letting him assume the role of teacher, 

confers credibility upon him which entitles him to deference and submission 

that we dare [8     not] give. 
Mt 10:41 

 

* Receive True Teachers 

[Verses 12-13] 

 

11.  John’s purpose in coming to visit his readers wouldn’t simply be a social get-

together, but a time of fellowship based on instruction in God’s  

[18     revealed] truth. 
I Jn 1:4 

 

12.  A believer’s joy is to be found in walking in the Truth as he fills and renews 

his mind with God’s [10     Word]. 
I Jn 1:3 

 

13.  Jesus Christ is the great theme of Scripture; as we enjoy it and Him together, 

by plunging into God’s Word, celebrating all the blessings and blessedness 

that are ours as His redeemed people, our [8     joy] is made full. 

 


