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“Precious Certainties” Part 3 

January 29, 2012 

Text:  1 John 5:19-21 

 

A spider’s bite is actually a sting, in which the hollow fangs 

that protrude from its jaws inject venom into its victim. 

The venom causes numbness and paralyzes the spider’s prey. 

It also begins liquefying the victim’s internal organs while 

it’s still alive, so that the spider can then digest them.  

Some spiders actually wrap victims in their silk, making it easier 

to transport them back to its nest. 

Males may even bring such wrapped prey to a female as a 

courtship gift. 

This picture of an unconscious victim, still alive but being 

consumed by its predator from within, reminds me of 

something John is going to say in our text today=> 

“The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” 

Satan is destroying those who are in the world, as they lie 

unconsciously in his power, victims whom he has 

spiritually blinded/benumbed, and is consuming, 

spiritually. 

Fortunately, John said this about believers in last week’s text=> 

“He who was born of God [Jesus X] keeps him [the Xn],  

and the evil one does not touch him” (5:18). 

The very thought of a black widow touching me or walking 

across my hand, makes me cringe. 

But the thought of the evil one touching me is even worse. 
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I thank God that Jesus X keeps me, don’t you? 

As we have seen over the past 2 weeks, John ends his first 

epistle w/ a series of certainties that are precious truths 

we Xns can cherish. 

* 1
st
, believers are certain of eternal life 

* 2
nd

, we are certain of answered prayer 

* 3
rd

, we are certain that when we intercede in prayer for 

the unsaved, God hears our requests 

* 4
th
, we are certain of victory over sin. 

In today’s text, John will bring his epistle to an end with 2 more 

Xn certainties, and a final exhortation=> 

* The certainty of a difference between Xns & the world, 

* The certainty of knowing we are in the true God (in union 

w/ Him), 

* Exhortation:  Guard yourselves from idols/false-gods. 

* The Certainty of a Difference Between Xns and the World 

[1 John 5:19]=> “We know that we are of God, and the whole  

world lies in the power of the evil one.” 

Believers can be absolutely certain that we are a different 

kind of people, deriving our spiritual nature from a 

different Source, living a different kind of life, from 

those who are still part of the world. 

We have been born again “of God,” so He’s our spiritual Source.  

We have our spiritual origin in Him, & have become 

partakers of His holy/righteous nature. 
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We belong to Him, our first love/loyalty is to Him, and we 

live in subjection to Him, as part of His household. 

We believers exist in the world, but we aren’t part of it. 

God has sanctified us positionally, setting us apart unto 

Himself, for His exclusive usage, just as the golden 

vessels in the Temple were to be used only in the 

worship of God. 

Jesus has chosen us out of the world, even though He has 

left us in the world. 

By contrast, the world (from which we’ve been separated) lies 

in the power of the evil one. 

John’s lit. words here are “the world—the whole world—lies in 

the power of the evil one.” 

John means that every aspect of human society/culture has taken 

on Satan’s anti-God character/perspective=> 

E.g. * Worldly moral/ethical standards reflect Satan’s 

nature/purposes and seek to maintain order w/i 

society without bringing God’s will into it, because 

the whole world system is hostile to God and seeks to 

exclude them. 

* Worldly economics are based upon balancing the 

interests of personal selfishness/greed against the risk 

of attack from others who are equally selfish/greedy. 
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That’s as true w/i socialism as capitalism, because 

those who run the system always end up on top, 

with the greatest wealth/power. 

* Worldly politics operates the same way, controlling other 

people’s depravity by either intimidating them, or 

deceiving/manipulating them. 

* Worldly education sweeps aside any notion of glorifying 

the God of Scripture and teaches man instead to     

use his knowledge to glorify himself. 

It even refuses to acknowledge God’s existence, 

teaching futile speculations instead, even 

though His eternal power & divine nature are 

clearly seen in all that He has created. 

* Worldly entertainment gratifies/exploits man’s depraved 

nature. 

He gladly barters his soul for sin’s passing pleasures, 

becoming more depraved than he was before. 

* Most importantly, worldly religion presents an idealistic 

and unrealistic image of man making himself 

righteous and earning his own way into God’s favor. 

Those who belong to the world accept all this as normal, and 

happily go along with it, to their everlasting destruction, 

like sedated insects wrapped up in spider silk. 

The whole world system is directed/controlled by Satan. 
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Jesus called him the “ruler of this world” (Jn 12:31), because    

X Himself knew that’s truly what the devil is. 

When Satan tempted Jesus by offering Him all the world’s 

kingdoms if He would worship him (Mt 4:9),      

Jesus never debated the fact, they belonged to him.  

They had once belonged to man himself, because God had  

originally given Adam rulership “over all the earth”  

(Gen 1:26). 

But when Satan persuaded Adam to defy God, man 

forfeited his authority, surrendering it to his 

tempter/deceiver. 

Now, the whole world of Adam’s fallen descendants lies 

passively in Satan’s power, like a black widow’s 

anesthetized victims. 

To use John’s word from last week’s text, the evil one 

“touches” them—which (as we saw) means, he 

exercises power over them, he controls them, & he 

has formed a close/intimate relationship w/ them, in 

which he can destroy them. 

Verse 19 doesn’t say the world’s people are “of the evil one,” but 

simply that they are “in” his power. 

But they are “of” the evil one, nonetheless. 

1 Jn 3:8=> “The one who practices sin is of the devil.” 

He is their source, and they are of their father the devil,  

just as believers derive their nature from God. 
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But here in our text, John is stressing the fact that worldlings lie 

placidly/numbly in the death grip of him who has been a 

murderer from the beginning (Jn 8:44). 

The world he rules is passing away, & both he/they, a/w/a 

all the world’s lusts, will pass away with it (2:17). 

There is, there should be, and there must be a clear difference 

between the people of this world, and the people of God. 

Xns must stand out from the world, to make that difference clear. 

We must not love the world nor the things in the world (2:15), 

making it obvious to the world, that those who are not born 

of God, are living under the power of the evil one. 

Sadly, much of today’s church has blurred the line between the 

world and itself, having come under the influence of those 

who lie in the power of the evil one, so its message is 

unclear/indistinct. 

Paul asked (I Cor 14:7)=> “If the bugle produces an 

indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for  

battle.” 

In the same way, if the church produces an indistinct 

message, who will resist Satan’s power over 

them? 

Jesus said this, to just such a church=> “You say, ‘I am  

rich, & have become wealthy, & have need of 

nothing,’ & you do not know that you are wretched &  

miserable & poor & blind & naked” (Rev 3:17). 

Why don’t they know it? 
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They too are under the influence of Satan’s 

benumbing sedative. 

X also warned them “Because you are lukewarm & neither 
hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth”  

(Rev 3:16). 

Today’s Church needs to take that warning to heart, and 

make its message clear. 

On the other hand, it should give true believers great comfort to 

know they are of God their Father, & they belong to Him. 

Having believed on the Son of God, they have received the 

right to become children of God (Jn 1:12). 

Their citizenship is in heaven, from which they eagerly 

wait for their Savior, the Lord Jesus X (Phil 3:20). 

They have much in which to find great comfort, and great 

cause for rejoicing. 

Someone: What about people like me who don’t lie in Satan’s 

power, but can’t really claim to be “of God” either? 

Based on John’s words here, there are no such people and there is 

no such middle ground. 

Jesus said=> “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he  

who does not gather with Me, scatters” (Lk 11:23). 

James 4:4 goes even farther=> “Whoever wishes to be a  

friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” 

Review 

Certainty #5—There is a measurable difference between Xns 

(who are born of God) & the unsaved people of the world. 



 - 8 - 

A final certainty=> 

* The Certainty That We Are in Union with the True God 

[Verse 20a]=> “And we know that the Son of God has come, and 
has given us understanding, in order that we might know  

Him who is true…” 

Who does John mean by “Him who is true”?  God. 

He is true God—the real God, who no one else is/could-ever-be. 

Every other thing/being who claims to exercise the power 

& prerogatives of God, or to satisfy man’s soul, is a 

false god (a fraudulent god). 

That includes all the things the world claims to be of 

supreme value—wealth/honor/power/health 

popularity/pleasure/etc./etc./etc. 

Jesus X came into this world in order to give spiritual 

“understanding”—a capacity for knowing spiritual 

truth and being able to discern/distinguish it, from 

error. 

He came so that we could observe Him. 

And by observing Him, gain insight/understanding into 

what God’s nature is like, & what He is like. 

Through fellowship w/ X, we gain ever-increasing 

knowledge of the true God. 

The main objective of this knowledge X gives us, is not that we 

might know the truth about God intellectually, but that we 

might come to know God Himself—personally. 
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I.e., so that we might fellowship with God, through our 

fellowship with Jesus. 

When a person accepts by faith the fact that Jesus is God’s Son 

(God incarnate, the exact human representation of God’s 

own character/nature), he comes to know God Himself. 

As Jesus told Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the  

Father” (Jn 14:9). 

But he only begins to know God, & the rest of his life in 

both time/eternity will be spent in a never-ending 

quest for deeper knowledge of God, and a deeper, 

more-intensive and self-absorbing fellowship with 

Him. 

There is no other way to know God, because there is no  

better/more-accurate revelation of Him available to 

man, than Jesus X. 

That’s what Jesus meant when He said=> “No one comes  

to the Father, but through Me” (Jn 14:6). 

Man cannot find his way to God by any other means. 

X said=> “No one knows who the Son is except the Father, 
& who the Father is except the Son, & anyone to  

whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Lk 10:22). 

We live in a world full of uncertainties. 

But as Xns, we can be absolutely certain that we know 

God, as we form a relationship w/ His Son, Jesus X. 

By coming to know God, Xns come into union w/ Him, and 

that is the essence of eternal life. 



 - 10 - 

[Verse 20b]=> “and we are in Him who is true [God], in His Son  

Jesus Christ.  This is the true God and eternal life.” 

Eternal life is not just everlasting life (prolonged existence) 

but a person union with the true God. 

Those who believe in X as the perfect revelation of God, become 

identified w/ X, and thus w/ God. 

Jesus is perfect deity (“[God’s] Son”), perfect humanity 

(the man “Jesus”), and God’s Anointed-One 

(“Christ”) sent into the world as a God-man, so that 

we might come to know God through Him. 

Due to X’s unique double nature, we can know God & 

come into union w/ Him, by forming a relationship 

with His Son through faith. 

Jesus described it like this in the Upper Room=> 

“Even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that  

they also may be in Us” (Jn 17:21). 

Knowing God, would not be eternal life to us, apart from His 

Son. 

* God the Father would not be our Father, but only our 

Enemy. 

* He would be love, but not love to us (because we have 

broken His Law and incurred His wrath), & apart 

from the atonement of our sins by X’s death, we 

could not even be reconciled to Him. 
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* His justice would terrify us, and we’d long for His love, 

but it would never be available to us, apart from 

Jesus. 

But because of X’s death for our sins, we can approach 

God in peace, become reconciled to Him, even be 

adopted by Him (in His love), and receive eternal life 

from Him. 

Jesus makes all the difference, and makes our relationship 

with God possible. 

Some scholars disagree about whether the words “This is” 

refer to God the Father, or God the Son=> “This is the 

true God and eternal life.” 

There are good arguments by excellent scholars on both sides. 

But in my view, John’s words seem intentionally 

vague/ambiguous here, to underscore the unity of the 

Father/Son, so we won’t attach “This” to either One, w/o 

the Other. 

His whole point is that eternal life is knowing God, through 

knowing God’s Son, so you cannot separate the Two, 

saying One is true God, but the other One isn’t. 

You see that sort of thing again in Jn 17:3=> “This is  

eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true  

God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.” 

We have fellowship with God, through His Son, Jesus X, who is 

the personification of Truth/Life. 
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Jesus is in the Father, the Father is in Him, and we are in 

both the Father and the Son, because being “in” the 

Son means we are “in” the Father as well. 

And that union of ourselves w/ the Godhead is at the heart 

of this gift He has given us=> “eternal life.” 

Q:  What exactly is this eternal life, which is ours through our 

understanding-of/union-with God, through Jesus X? 

1
st
, it is a present possession for the Xn. 

Earlier in this chapter, John wrote=> “These things I  

have written to you who believe in the name of the 

Son of God, in order that you may know that you 

have [not “will have,” but already have eternal life”  

(1 Jn 5:13). 

The moment we became saved, we received eternal life. 

If you’re born-again, you have eternal life right now. 

You don’t have to wait until you die, to receive it. 

2
nd

, eternal life is knowing the true God. 

Everybody has a god, and most people have more than one. 

* They have some notion of what God Himself is like that 

they have cobbled together out of what they’ve heard. 

Their conception of God is often far removed from what 

the Bible reveals about Him, & is based mainly on 

their own ideas/preferences. 

* They also have a secret god they worship, that drives 

them to think/live the way they do. 
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This god is whatever they spend most of their 

time/money on, the subject of their fondest 

thoughts/hopes. 

This is an idol that has taken God’s place in their 

heart/life. 

Their hopes for real happiness are linked w/ this god, 

which is sad, because only the true God 

satisfies man’s soul. 

So they are being deceived/short-changed. 

Genuine believers worship/serve the true God, who created 

this universe, who appeared to Abraham/Isaac/Jacob, 

and who holds their lives in His hands. 

He created them to delight themselves, w/ a never-ending 

exploration of His infinite goodness. 

Coming to know God, they’ve been enabled to begin 

that adventure. 

This is why John wrote=> “This is eternal life, that they 

may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ  

whom Thou hast sent” (Jn 17:3). 

3
rd

, eternal life is fellowship with the true God. 

This is what mankind lost when Adam/Eve sinned, in the 

Garden of Eden. 

Eternal life is not simply knowing that God exists. 

It is fully delighting oneself in fellowship with Him, 

as Adam had once done when he walked with 

God in the cool of the day. 
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It’s an inward consciousness of His presence, and the 

freedom to talk w/ Him as one’s dearest friend, fully 

assured that He loves us w/ fervent affection. 

It’s going to Him to pour out our griefs and our joys, 

knowing He really wants to hear about them, and 

knowing that He is using them all to conform us to 

the image of His own Son. 

4
th
, eternal life is the believer’s personal source of happiness and 

contentment, making his life worth living. 

It is walking outdoors after a rain storm, taking in all the 

fresh smells & the unmarred beauty of a deep blue 

sky, and thanking God for it all as His personal gift to 

us. 

Nothing can take such contentment from a Xn, unless he 

allows it to, himself. 

E.g. the Huguenots were part of France’s Protestant 

church in the 16
th
/17

th
 century Reformation, 

and they were viciously persecuted by the 

Catholic Church, many being driven out of 

France. 

Some were arrested/condemned to pull the oars on 

galleys until they died from exhaustion and the 

injuries inflicted on him by his taskmaster’s 

whip. 

Yet many of them were able to say with Paul=>  
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“I have learned to be content in whatever  

circumstances I am” (Phil 4:11). 

Eternal life will do that for a Xn, leaving him content in the 

worst possible circumstances. 

It’s life that is what God created it to be, in the 

joy/comfort of fellowship with Him, no matter 

what the conditions. 

Life w/o Him is a living death, even for the most seemingly 

fortunate of people, because it leaves them nothing 

worthwhile to live for. 

But life in fellowship w/ God is a contentment that 

can live above its circumstances. 

5
th
, eternal life is a personal source of confidence. 

For a Xn, the God w/ whom he fellowships is his Rock of 

immoveable security; 

And the most powerful Resource in the universe, 

who is now available to him. 

In times of trouble, he can fall back on this confidence, 

saying, “I trust God to work all this out for good.    

“So although it doesn’t feel very joyful, I’m going to 

count it all joy.  Therefore, it is well with my soul.” 

Anyone who can think like that, has the confidence of an 

overcomer. 

6
th
, eternal life is the Xn’s hope that life for him is going to be 

infinitely better in eternity. 
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Although he possesses eternal life now, and he has 

quenched his spiritual thirst w/ the water of life, the 

day will come when he’ll drink to the full from a 

river of life, in the New Jerusalem, whose waters 

flow from God’s throne, and are far deeper/wider 

than anything he’s known in this world. 

And nothing there will contaminate that water w/ sadness 

or sin, nor will it hamper his enjoyment of God. 

Review 

Certainty #5—that believers are very different from people of the 

world because our spiritual Source is God Himself. 

Certainty #6—that believers have come into union with God, and 

that relationship is the essence of their eternal life. 

7
th

, John closes his letter with=> 

* A Final Exhortation to Guard Against False Gods 

[Verse 21]=> “Little children, guard yourselves from idols.” 

Once again, John addresses his readers w/ the term of 

endearment he has used before=> “Little children.” 

This is an expression of his affection for them and his fatherly 

concern for their welfare. 

He’s an aged Apostle, & these are his spiritual children. 

But they are also the children of God, having been born 

again of God—born from above. 

John exhorts them to guard themselves from idols. 
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That’s a little surprising because he hasn’t said anything about 

idols before now, and these are his last words to them. 

In Paul’s time, silver idols had been manufactured/sold in 

Ephesus, the city from which he was prob. writing this 

letter. 

And in a half dozen or so places in the NT, the writers warn 

against worshiping such idols, such physical objects, 

as gods. 

This was an ongoing problem in the early Church. 

The only other time John himself ever writes about idols/idolatry 

is in Rev 9:20, which also refers to literal idols. 

So we cannot dismiss the possibility that John is warning 

his readers against physical idols here in our text. 

But given the context in which this statement is found, it’s far 

more likely that John is exhorting his readers not to 

worship any false god, instead of the “true God” he has 

been writing about throughout this chapter. 

 Verse 18 said that Jesus “keeps” believers from the evil one, but 

here John is stressing our responsibility to guard ourselves. 

Xns should avoid anything that might lead them away from 

the true God, as He is revealed in the Word. 

That would include the false “Jesus” being promulgated 

and promoted by the false teachers I’ve called “pre-

Gnostics”=> Jesus the ordinary man, on whom (they 

said) the “X spirit” had descended. 
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That Jesus is what Paul referred to as=> “another Jesus”  

(a fictitious/false Jesus—a false god). 

As we renew our minds in God’s Word, the Spirit enables us to 

overcome the temptation to worship any/all false gods. 

Idolatry is loving anything more than we love God, who 

deserves/demands our whole heart/soul/mind/being. 

E.g. * If we give alcohol/drugs the love/admiration/dependency 

that belongs to God, seeking ultimate happiness from them, 

that’s idolatry. 

Prov 23:30-31 describes the look, in this sort of idolater’s 

eyes as he contemplates/idolizes his false god=> 

“Those who linger  

long over wine, Those who go to taste mixed wine. / 

Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it  
sparkles in the cup, When it goes down smoothly.” 

That’s the adoration of his god, which makes him an 

idolater. 

* The refrigerator/pantry are idols for a glutton, as his greatest 

comfort is found in a full belly, rather than the Lord, and 

being-filled with the H.S. 

* Col 3:5 says greed “amounts to idolatry,” as a person 

convinces himself that wealth and the accumulation of 

things, rather than God, can make him feel truly 

secure/happy. 

They say, “I’ll become happy if I can just get a new one of 

those “things,” w/ the latest improvements/extras… 
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“One that’s bigger/better/brighter than my old one.” 

* Some people’s idol is a life of idleness/laziness, dabbling idly 

in pleasure after another, accomplishing nothing for the 

Kingdom of God, nothing of eternal value. 

* Others make a skill/discipline the top priority of their lives, 

doing those things instead of worshipping the Lord. 

* Physical-beauty & clothing become many people’s gods. 

* For Xns, love of family/spouses/children can overreach love for 

God; 

And if He takes their loved-one, they won’t forgive Him. 

We love our families and it’s right that we should do so. 

But our love for the Lord Jesus must exceed all other loves. 

Ultimately, as we look to Jesus, dying on the cross for us, He  

should become the central object of our love/worship. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down; That were a present far too small: 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Love so amazing, so divine, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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“Precious Certainties”—Part 3 

January 29, 2012 

Text:  1 John 5:19-21 

 

1.  John ends his first epistle with a series of [24     certainties] that are precious 

truths we Christians can cherish. 
1 Jn 5:18 

 

In today’s text John will bring his epistle to an end with two more Christian 

certainties and a final exhortation… 

* The Certainty of a Difference Between Christians and the World 

[1 John 5:19] 

 

2.  The world lies in the power of the evil one; every aspect of human society and 

culture has taken on [16     Satan’s] anti-God character and perspective. 

 

3.  The whole world system is directed and controlled by [12    Satan]. 
Jn 12:31; Mt 4:9; Gen 1:26; I Jn 3:8; Jn 8:44; I Jn 2:17 

 

5.  There is, there should be, and there must be a clear difference between the 

people of this [12     world] and the people of God. 
I Jn 2:15; Rev 3:17, 16; Jn 1:12; Phil 3:20; Lk 11:23; Jms 4:4 

 

* The Certainty That We Are in Union with the True God 

[Verse 20a] 

 

5.  Jesus Christ came so that we could observe Him; and by observing Him, gain 

insight and understanding into what [12     God’s] nature is like. 
Jn 14:6; Lk 10:22 

 

6.  By coming to know God, Christians come into union with Him, and that is the 

essence of [16     eternal] life. 

[Verse 20b] 
Jn 17:21, 3 

 

What exactly is this eternal life which is ours through an understanding of, 

and a union with God through Jesus Christ? 

*7.  It is a [16     present] possession for the Christian. 
I Jn 5:13 

 

*8.  Eternal life is knowing the [10     true] God. 
Jn 17:3 
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*9.  Eternal life is [24     fellowship] with the true God. 

 

*10.  Eternal life is the believer’s personal source of happiness and  

[24     contentment] making his life worth living. 
Phil 4:11 

 

*11.  Eternal life is a personal source of [24    confidence]. 

 

*12.  Eternal life is the Christian’s [10     hope] that life for him is going to 

be infinitely better in eternity. 

 

* A Final Exhortation to Guard Against False Gods 

[Verse 21] 
Rev 9:20 

 

13.  Given the context, it is likely that John is exhorting his readers not to worship 

any [12     false] god instead of the true God. 

 

14.  Idolatry is loving anything more than we love God, who [18     deserves] and 

demands our whole heart, mind, soul and being. 
Prov 23:30-31; Col 3:5 

 

15.  As we look to Jesus, dying on the cross for us, He should become the central 

object of our [10     love] and worship. 

 


