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“Perfect Love” 

December 18, 2011 

Text:  1 John 4:16b-21 

 

When a person believes in Jesus X for the salvation of his 

soul, he enters into a whole spiritual milieu of love. 

* God loves him, as we saw at the end of last week’s text. 

1 Jn 4:16=> “We have come to know and have 

 believed the love which God has for us.” 

* God pours out His own agape love into the Xn’s heart. 

Rom 5:5=> “The love of God has been poured out 

within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who  

was given to us.” 

* God commands us to use the love He has given to us,    

for the purpose of loving others, especially other Xns. 

1 Jn 3:23=> “This is His [God’s] commandment, that 

we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ,  

& love one another, just as He commanded us. 

Because we ourselves are part of that “one another,” 

we too become beloved to other believers, who 

received God’s love. 

Only when a person believes in X does he receive a capacity 

for agape love from God. 

Until he believes in Jesus, until God saves/indwells him w/ His 

H.S. (pouring out His love w/i him), he is incapable of such 

love; 
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As long as he is unregenerate, the only love man can have, 

is the world’s diminished/self-centered substitute for 

agape love. 

Like artificial sweetener, it often leaves a bitter aftertaste, 

being tainted by sin/selfishness. 

In verse 19 of today’s text, we’ll read, “We love, because  

He first loved us.” 

So God’s agape love for us must precede our agape love 

for Him/others. 

It’s not that God loves us because we first loved Him. 

It’s not that we decided to love Him because we had 

concluded that His virtues made Him worthy of our 

love, such as=> 

His wisdom/power/mercy/goodness/grace. 

In fact, before we were saved and He had removed the 

condemnation caused by our sin, some of His 

attributes (His holiness/justice/righteousness) left us 

feeling cold/convicted/condemned, due to our lack of 

those virtues.   

The wrath of His justice even threatened to consume us. 

So on our part, there was never any “objective admiration” of 

God’s character that caused us to love Him. 

Instead, we loved Him just because (surprisingly) He first loved 

us. 
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We were depraved/loveless/unlovable slaves of sin, 

condemned because of our guilt, alienated from God, & 

feeling hostile towards Him, as if He were our enemy. 

But in spite of all that, God set His love on us, for reasons we still 

can’t understand, except that it was His sovereign purpose, 

and in keeping with His loving nature, to do so. 

We love God because, when He had no apparent reason    

at all to love us, He chose to love us, nonetheless. 

And He did it, knowing He would have to sacrifice  

His only begotten Son to save us, in our 

lost/wretched state of sinfulness. 

Someone:  “I wish I could believe God loved me like that.” 

If that’s you, you’ve unknowingly put your finger on the issue=> 

believing. 

Faith is the key to it all. 

God’s infusion of His love into our hearts is the direct 

result of our believing that He loved man so much, 

He gave His only begotten Son to save man’s soul. 

A sinner should not believe that God loves him either because he 

is lovable, or because he feels love for God, or because he 

has good intentions to improve himself morally and      

to make himself more worthy of God’s love. 

Every person who has ever become saved has had to come 

to God not as one who loves or who deserves God’s 

love, or even as a good & well-intentioned person, 



 - 4 - 

but humbly as a loveless, hopeless sinner, who 

deserves nothing from God. 

Someone: “I don’t really love God; I wish I did, but I don’t.” 

There’s a remedy for that=> believe that God loves you. 

That’s where it has to start. 

You may have let the devil persuade you that God’s love 

isn’t up to the challenge of loving someone who is 

loveless/unlovely like you. 

You underestimate God’s powers of love, thinking of them 

in terms of the limits of your own human love. 

But listen to what God says about Himself=>  

“‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are 

your ways My ways,’ declares the LORD. / ‘For as 

the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My 
ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than  

your thoughts’” (Isa 55:8-9). 

Stop thinking about whether you would love you if you 

were God, and let yourself believe in God’s 

boundless capacity for love. 

Your ability to love (even at its very best) is a droplet. 

His capacity to love is infinite, making an ocean of 

love look like a droplet. 

Jesus gave us a command=> “Love your enemies, and pray  

for those who persecute you” (Mt 5:44). 

Then He based this command on God’s willingness to love  

His enemies=> “[love your enemies]…in order that 

you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; 
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for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the 

good, and sends rain on the righteous and the  

unrighteous” (Mt 5:45). 

Every beam of sunlight, and every drop of life-sustaining 

rain that falls is an expression of God’s love for 

mankind—many of whom are His enemies. 

God has given us every reason to believe that His powers of love 

far exceed our own. 

He has given you every reason to believe He can love you. 

God calls men/women into a whole world of love. 

It is a world in which they will be loved, as never before; 

And it’s also a world in which they will learn to love as 

they never have before—even loving their enemies, 

just as God Himself loved us when we were His 

enemies. 

God calls them to what John referred to as “perfect love,”    

which is the subject of our text today. 

A quick survey of 1 John can give us a leg up in understanding 

this phenomenon of “perfect love”=> 

* 2:5=> “Whoever keeps His [God’s] word, in him the love  

of God has truly been perfected.” 

** So “perfect love” is linked to our keeping God’s 

Word, believing/obeying/holding-to its truths 

and principles. 

A disobedient Xn won’t love God (& he won’t 

love men) with “perfect love.” 
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Every Xn loves, but not every Xn loves 

perfectly. 

* 4:12=> “If we love one another, God abides in us, and  
His love is perfected in us.”  

Perfect love is linked to our loving one another. 

It’s also connected to God’s abiding in us.  

* 4:16-17=> “God is love, and the one who abides in love 

abides in God, and God abides in him. / By this, love  

is perfected with us.” 

Perfected love is the result of God’s abiding in us, 

and our abiding in Him, enjoying close 

fellowship/communion with Him. 

* 4:18=> “Perfect love casts out fear, because fear  

involves punishment.” 

Perfect love is the remedy for our fears that God will 

ever punish us—e.g. in hell. 

In today’s text we will learn 2 more principles of “perfect or 

perfected love”… 

1) God blesses us through our own perfected love, 

2) God blesses others through our perfected love. 

Principle #1—God blesses us through our perfected love. 

The first of these blessings of perfect love is communion with 

God, who is Himself love. 

Perfect love both results-in, and is caused-by, our 

communion with God. 

So it has a recycling effect. 
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I think that even if I weren’t a Xn, I’d still live like a Xn. 

The Xn life is the only life that makes sense, free of 

hangovers, moral-uncertainty, and false hope. 

If you don’t believe that, look at the lives, relationships and 

marriages of most non-Xns—they are (from my 

p.o.v.) meaningless, joyless, and devoid of eternal 

security. 

The essence of meaningless existence is a Christmas party 

given by nonbelievers, trying to be happy in a season 

that depresses them w/i its disappointments. 

Not only is the Xn life the wisest way to live, it also holds out the 

confident hope of spending eternity in the bliss of God’s 

presence. 

And in this life, it offers the most ennobling  experience 

known to man—communion w/ the God of the 

universe, which leads to perfect/God-like love in the 

believer’s heart. 

The noblest condition any human-being could attain would 

be to become a great-hearted love of people (like 

God). 

[I John 4:16b]=> “God is love, and the one who abides in love  

abides in God, and God abides in him.” 

“To abide” basically means to stay/remain, not to end/leave. 
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So the life-pattern of a believer who “abides in love” is an 

unending/ongoing display of love—the fruit of the Spirit of 

God. 

* He maintains a sincere/loving attitude towards others. 

* His life is marked by kind/loving deeds that manifest 

genuine concern for other people’s welfare. 

God is love, He loves all men, and He has a special love for 

His own children. 

So God & this believer who abides in love are like-minded and  

are walking together and enjoying fellowship together, 

which further stokes the fires of the believer’s love. 

His nature/character are progressively being conformed to 

God’s, as he communes with Him, in on-going 

prayer. 

His is not a flawless love, as nothing this side of glory is flawless. 

But love is the general/growing pattern in his life. 

* He loves God and he loves other people, because he 

abides in love. 

* He abides in love, because he abides in God, & God 

abides in him. 

Abiding in God, by abiding in X, is characteristic of every Xn. 

If a “Xn” doesn’t abide/remain in his relationship with Jesus X, 

he isn’t really a believer, because I Jn 2:19 says=> 

“They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for  

if they had been of us, they would have remained with us.” 
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Jesus Himself taught us that, in Jn 15:6=> “If anyone does  

not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and 

dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into  

the fire, and they are burned.” 

When a genuine believer, who abides in X, also abides in love, 

yielding himself to the Spirit’s leading in his heart, God’s 

own loving nature begins to permeate/purify/typify his 

character. 

His sins are being confessed, his soul is feeding on God’s 

Word daily, & he’s submitting to God’s will, as he 

communes w/ Him in prayer. 

On the other hand, if the heart of a believer like you/me is full of 

anger/malice/envy/lust/ill-will, to the exclusion of love, the 

God (who is love) doesn’t abide in that person’s heart. 

As long as such unloving passions rule/define our 

character, we aren’t abiding in God, nor is He abiding 

in us—at all. 

But if God’s love in us is progressively making us more loving 

ourselves (like God), that is proof positive that He abides in 

us, we abide in Him, and we enjoy blessed communion 

with Him. 

The second blessing that comes to us with perfect love, is 

confidence that we will never face God’s judgment. 

[Verse 17]=> “By this [our abiding in love, abiding in God & His 
abiding in us], love is perfected with us, that we may have 

confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so  

also are we in this world.” 
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A Xn who has an abiding relationship with God, whose love is 

a true reflection of the loving God w/i him, has every 

reason to feel confident about God’s Day of Judgment. 

The Judge will be Jesus X Himself (our Savior). 

This Xn loves Jesus, and he knows that Jesus loves him. 

He can say with Paul=> “I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor powers, / nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is  

in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39). 

He is also confident that Rom 8:1 is absolutely true=>  

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who  

are in Christ Jesus.” 

It’s not just that he’s confident on an intellectual level that  

these Scriptures are true; 

He is confident that they are true w/ regard to himself. 

Where does he get such confidence? 

From the great work of perfect love which God has done in 

his heart, testifying to the fact that God abides in him, 

and he abides in God. 

John says love is perfected in this person. 

It’s a part of whole/mature Xn character, accomplishing God’s 

intended purpose for the human heart on earth,  

through an abiding communion w/ Jesus X. 

John adds=> “as He [X] is, so also are we in this world.” 
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We know “He” refers to X, because John uses a special 

pronoun here, that always refers to X in this epistle 

(ekeinos). 

Jesus commanded His followers to love one another=> 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one  

another” (Jn 13:34). 

This believer is confident that when he faces his Lord at the 

Bema Seat Judgment for believers, he’ll be able to 

answer=> 

“I did what You told me to do, loving others as You  

loved me, & as Your love was perfected in me.   

“I loved in this world, as You did.” 

 “Confidence” lit. means “boldness to speak.” 

Some people will be very tight-lipped at the Judgment, 

naively hoping not to incriminate themselves. 

This person, because he has loved with perfect love, will 

feel free to speak, having nothing to hide. 

“The day of judgment” represents any day God judges, 

whether it be cities, individual sinners, or the whole 

world (II Pet 3:7). 

Here it refers to God’s judgment of individuals at the Great 

White Throne Judgment, where sinners will be declared 

guilty, condemned, and consigned to hell. 

For true believers, that judgment is already past, having fallen on 

Jesus, when He died on the cross in our stead. 
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So those in whom God’s love has been perfected, can feel 

absolutely confident w/ regard to Judgment Day. 

If we are to the world what Jesus was—a fountain of 

love/goodness—we have no reason at all to fear that 

judgment, where only unbelievers will be 

judged/condemned. 

It will be terrifying for the wicked—but not for the redeemed. 

X, the Judge, will recognize those for whom He has died 

and will declare them righteous. 

Xns who have been to the world what He was—a source of 

true agape love, due to the indwelling H.S.—will 

stand before God as guilt-free as Jesus Himself. 

Now John takes the blessing of the confidence mentioned in 

vs 17 one step further, portraying it as casting out fear. 

[Verse 18]=> “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out 

fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who  

fears is not perfected in love.” 

If we know that X has died for our sins, & we intend no harm to 

anyone, wishing only to do good for others, loving both 

God/man for Jesus’ sake, what punishment have we to 

fear?  

None, because that means we are redeemed, and Christ has taken 

our punishment on Himself. 

We do fear God in the sense of reverencing Him, but we no 

longer fear His punishment. 

Adam did, and after he had defied God, he said to Him=>  
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“I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid  

because I was naked” (Gen 3:10). 

Adam’s nakedness was causing him to feel ashamed and 

exposed before God, vulnerable-to and fearful-of His 

punishment. 

Someday the guilty kings of this earth will hide in caves,  

crying out for the rocks to fall on them, fearful of standing 

before God’s judgment, receiving His condemnation and 

punishment. 

But we haven’t received such a spirit of slavery to fear. 

Ours is the spirit of adopted sons, who come to God in 

love, calling Him our beloved “Abba! Father!”  

(Rom 8:15). 

John Calvin=> “The love of God, really known,  
tranquilizes the heart.” 

Our love for the Lord nullifies & casts out all such fears. 

Familiarity w/ God like that could breed contempt, but in this 

case it only increases our affection for Him, and our desire 

to obey Him and draw ever closer to Him. 

1 Jn 5:3=> “For this is the love of God, that we keep His  

commandments.” 

We don’t want to do anything that might jeopardize our 

sense of His love, or our communion w/ Him. 

Our Heavenly Father may correct/discipline us at times, but He 

will never punish us. 
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His discipline will always be motivated by His love for us, 

and it will always be for our good (Heb 12:6, 10). 

John adds=> “The one who fears is not perfected in love.” 

If you really understand/believe God’s Word, ask yourself=>  

“Do I fear that God is going to punish me?” 

To whatever degree you can answer No, you are perfected 

in love, and can be fully assured of your salvation, as 

long as your lack of fear is not based on ignorance of 

God’s just punishments. 

Perfect love believes God punishes sin, but it doesn’t fear 

it. 

Principle #2—God blesses others through our perfected love. 

God’s love is the source/cause of our love, and an example that 

we emulate, as we learn to love w/ His agape love, blessing 

others by truly loving them. 

Our love is a response to His original love. 

[Verse 19]=> “We love, because He first loved us.” 

John doesn’t say that we love God, or that we love other 

people—simply that we love, in general. 

We have loving hearts/dispositions. 

And the word “we” is emphasized. 

We are like light-bulbs which indiscriminately broadcast 

their light outward in all directions, not selectively 

choosing which objects it will illuminate. 

If you come near us, you get lit up with God’s love w/i us. 
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There is no agape love in man’s fallen nature, but we come to 

love with agape love because God first agapaoed us (if I 

may take a little liberty the original language). 

Our ability to really love is entirely due to His love for us. 

Because we love, the people around us are blessed, w/ our real 

love. 

If they have any interaction with us, they get loved. 

Other Xns are special targets of our love, because our Lord 

has commanded us to love one another. 

A Xn cannot withdraw from the Church and obey the Lord’s 

command to love his brothers/sisters in X. 

When nonbelievers become saved, they should be 

powerfully drawn to the love that exists within a Xn 

fellowship. 

In some cases, this may be their first encounter with 

someone who has the capacity to truly love with 

God’s love. 

We love God right from the beginning of our salvation. 

If a person has received God’s saving grace, he will love God. 

No love for God at all, means that a heart is not renewed. 

I Jn 4:8=> “The one who does not love does not know God,  

for God is love.” 

Believers have come to know the true God, who is love. 

In knowing Him, they have come to delight in Him, and 

seek to become more like Him. 
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Love of God is as natural to the regenerated heart as the 

love of a mother is natural to her baby. 

A true Xn may regret that he doesn’t love his Lord as he 

should, but in time of need, his soul will always seek 

his Savior as naturally as a baby seeks its mother’s 

breast. 

A Xn must love God as he reflects on all God’s gifts of 

love to him: food/clothing, air to breathe, protection 

as he/his-family sleep, & best of all, his salvation. 

That love increases as time passes, & he abides in God’s 

love. 

He loves, because God has first loved him, & has given 

him an example to follow, in loving those around 

him. 

Having loved the believer & poured His agape love into his 

heart, God surrounds him w/ real people on whom to 

practice his loving. 

The Lord doesn’t leave us to love Him alone in some ethereal 

sense, but tests the reality of our love by surrounding us w/ 

people to love=> saved/unsaved, nice/not-so-nice. 

[Verse 20]=> “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his  

brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has  

not seen.” 

Not only does the believer benefit from having people to practice 

on, as he loves, the recipients of his love benefit as well. 
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If he says he cannot love the obnoxious folks around him 

because his is a philosophical love fit only for God, 

he is a liar, who deceives himself, a/w/a others. 

God’s love is capable of loving anyone, even His enemies, 

and the believer, armed with KGod’s agape love, 

should do the same. 

If he truly loves God, he should love those whom God 

loves, and whom He has created in His own image 

for us to love. 

It is easy to deceive ourselves/others about our love for God, 

w/ mechanical devotion, prayer, and church attendance; 

It’s not so easy to deceive ourselves about our love for other men. 

We are far more likely to love someone like ourselves, than 

someone whose nature we can’t even grasp, because he is 

so superior to us, so different from us—someone like God. 

If we cannot love men, we certainly can’t love God. 

That’s why God sent Jesus to earth as a man—like us—so 

that we could relate to Him and love Him. 

A Xn who refuses to love other people (esp. other Xns), is 

refusing the help God has provided for the expression 

of his love. 

“Brother” should be understood in the widest possible sense. 

God calls us to love all men, to be philanthropists who love the 

unloving, the worthless, even those who hate us as 
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enemies—earnestly desiring to do them good, just as Jesus 

did Himself. 

Having provided the example for us to follow, and having 

poured His love into us and given us real people to love, 

God commanded us to love. 

Again, we ourselves are the first beneficiaries of such love, but 

all those we love become secondary beneficiaries as well. 

[Verse 21]=> “And this commandment we have from Him, that  
the one who loves God should love his brother also.” 

The false professor of Xn faith shows his inconsistency by 

refusing to love those he calls his brothers. 

He claims to love God, but I Jn 5:3 says=> “This is the love of  

God, that we keep His commandments.” 

What does He command us to do?  Love one another. 

So we can’t really love God or His Son Jesus X, w/o loving the 

people around us, whom God has given/commanded us to 

love. 

1 Jn 3:10=> “By this the children of God and the children 

of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who  
does not love his brother.” 

You say you can’t/won’t love your brother in X? 

Then you’re not a child of God! 

I Jn 2:9=> “The one who says he is in the light and yet  

hates his brother is in the darkness until now.” 

God originally created the world as an act of His agape love. 

Man’s sin has defiled it w/ fear/hatred, banishing agape love. 
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Jesus came from heaven as the embodiment of agape love, & as 

an expression of God’s love for those who were perishing, 

saving their souls and enabling them to love. 

Someday He will return, and the world will be filled w/ His love. 

Meanwhile, Jesus has touched our hearts by His grace, so that we 

might become as He was in the world, loving one another, 

but also loving those who are otherwise destitute of love. 
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“Perfect Love” 

December 18, 2011 

Text:  1 John 4:16b-21 

 

1.  When a person believes in Jesus Christ for the salvation of his soul, he enters 

into a whole spiritual [16     milieu] of love. 
I Jn 4:16; Rom 5:5; I Jn 3:23 

 

2.  We were depraved, loveless, unlovable slaves of sin; but God set His love on 

us, for it was His sovereign purpose and loving [14    nature] to do so. 
Isa 55:8-9; Mt 5:44, 45 

 

3.  God calls men and women into a whole world of love in which they will be 

loved; and they will learn to [10     love] as never before.  
I Jn 2:5; 4:12; 4:16-17; 4:18 

 

In today’s text we will learn two principles of “perfected love”… 

Principle #1—God blesses us through our perfected love. 

4.  The first of these blessings of perfect love is [22     communion] with God, who 

is Himself love. 

 

[I John 4:16b] 

 

5.  Abiding in God by abiding in Christ is characteristic of [12     every] Christian. 
I Jn 2:19; Jn 15:6 

 

6.  The second blessing that comes to us with perfect love is [24     confidence] that 

we will never face God’s judgment. 

[Verse 17] 
Rom 8:38-39; 8:1; Jn 13:34 

 

7.  “The day of judgment” represents any day God judges; here it refers to God’s 

judgment of [24      individuals] at the Great White Throne. 

 

[Verse 18] 

 

8.  We do fear God in the sense of reverencing Him, but we no longer fear His  

[24      punishment]. 
Gen 3:10; Rom 8:15; I Jn 5:3; Heb 12:6, 10 
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Principle #2—God blesses others through our perfected love. 

9.  God’s love is the source and cause of our love and an example that we emulate 

as we learn to [10     love] with His agape love. 

[Verse 19] 

 

10.  We love God right from the beginning of our salvation; if a person has 

received God’s saving grace, he will love [8     God]. 
I Jn 4:8 

 

[Verse 20] 

 

11.  Not only does the believer benefit from having people to practice on as he 

loves, the [24     recipients] of his love benefit as well. 

 

12.  Having provided the example for us to follow, and having given us real people 

to love, God [22     commanded] us to love. 

 

[Verse 21] 
I Jn 5:3; 3:10; 2:9 

 

13.  Jesus has touched our hearts by His grace so that we might become as He was 

in the world, loving one another, but also loving those who are otherwise 

destitute of [10     love]. 


