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“How Can I Be Sure I Know Christ?” (Part 2) 

September, 2011 

Text:  1 John 2:7-11 

 

On the front page of Wednesday’s Sedona Red Rock News, there was an 

article entitled “Sedona 4
th

 Most Popular City Among Same-sex 

Couples.” 

In the photograph that accompanied the news article, such homosexual living 

arrangements were made to appear as natural/normal as those of traditional 

families.  

2 homosexual men were pictured at home, relaxing with their dogs, 

Maximus and Hercules. 

But Romans 1 says homosexuality is an expression of God’s wrath. 

And Rom 1:27 describes male homosexuals like this=> 

 “Men [abandon]ed the natural function of the woman and burn[ed] 

in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent 

acts.” 

The Apostle John used the contrast between darkness/light as an analogy of 

the difference between the sinful ways of this world, and the ways of 

God. 

In 1 Jn 1:6-7, he wrote=> “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and 

yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; / but if 

we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 

sin.” 

A genuine believer can be distinguished from nonbelievers by virtue of the 

fact that he walks in the purity of God’s light, not in the darkness of 

sin/degradation/corruption. 

Jesus has told him=> “You are the light of the world” (Mt 5:14). 

Originally, X Himself served as the spiritual Light of the world. 

In Jn 8:12, He said=> “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall 

not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 

Jesus’ incarnation as a Man brought the light of God’s life (His 

truth/goodness/righteousness) into this world. 

In Jn 12:46, Jesus explained that He had come into the world as light to rescue 

those who believe in Him from the darkness of Satan’s sinful realm. 

In the process, they themselves would become “children of light” and a 

secondary source of light for the world. 
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Eph 5:8=> “You were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord; walk as children of light / (for the fruit of the light 

consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth)” (8-9). 

Those who reject X as God’s eternal light-Source, place themselves under 

His judgment, by rejecting the light that could have saved them. 

Jn 3:19=> “This is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, 

and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their  

deeds were evil.” 

Jesus made it clear that He wouldn’t always be here with us to serve as God’s light 

for mankind. 

In Jn 12:35, He warned=> “For a little while longer the light is among 

you.” 

Now X has ascended into heaven, leaving us behind to do what He once 

did=> enlighten the world with God’s light. 

True believers are the light of the world, as they walk in God’s light, & share X’s 

light with people trapped in darkness. 

E.g. here in Sedona’s moral darkness, we are to be light, glorifying God, & 

giving hope to those lost in darkness. 

In today’s text, John will write=> “The darkness is passing away, the true light 

is already shining.” 

What John will mean by this is that, in contrast to the world’s darkness, 

believers like us have God’s true light shining within them. 

As we saw last time, knowing Jesus X personally produces profound moral 

changes in a person’s heart, so that he keeps God’s commandments. 

God writes His Law (the Law of love) on our hearts and gives us a love for 

Him, His truth, & His people. 

We value them as we never have before. 

That love is perfected in our loving words/deeds, as we obey His Word/will. 

In 1 John, love for others is one of the tests by which we can determine 

whether/not we truly know X, & are saved. 

Last time, we examined 2 other tests=> 

* Do we keep X’s commandments? 

* Do we imitate X, by the way we live our lives? 

Today we learn John’s 3
rd

 test of our genuineness as Xns:  Do we love our 

brother?  John will describe the nature, the accuracy, & the 

implications of this test. 

* The Nature of the Test 

[1 John 2:7]=> “Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old 

commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old 

commandment is the word which you have heard.” 
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John begins this section of his epistle by addressing his readers as “Beloved.” 

Before he tells them that love is the ultimate test of one’s regeneration, he assures 

them that he personally loves them. 

This also implies that because they are a part of the Xn fellowship, they are 

included in a circle of love, at the center of which is God Himself. 

John refers to an “old commandment” he’s writing to them, but he doesn’t tell 

them what that commandment is. 

He doesn’t need to—it’s obvious. 

But he will refer to it directly/specifically in verse 10 of our text, as God’s 

command to love a Xn brother. 

John had taught his readers X’s command to love, from the very beginning of their 

acquaintance w/ the Xn faith. 

1 Jn 3:11—“This is the message which you have heard from the beginning 

that we should love one another. 

From day 1 of their lives as Xns, John had given his readers the same ethical 

instruction he received from X, who had said in Jn 13:34=> “A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have  

loved you, that you also love one another.” 

Everyone who considers himself a Xn should understand that His Lord 

commands him to love, just as He loves. 

The reason we have Sunday Fellowship Luncheons is to give you a chance 

to love and to be loved by others. 

Love is not merely a biblical option/suggestion for zealous Xns who want to 

improve themselves spiritually; 

It is a commandment we are all to obey. 

So it can serve as a test for the legitimacy of our faith. 

If we love, we are truly saved. 

If we don’t, our claim to be saved is illegitimate. 

Real believers are committed to obeying the Lord’s commands to love God, and to 

love one another. 

If we are truly born again, we will love with God’s own agape love;  

If not, we won’t, because we can’t—we don’t have it in us. 

This command was old, in that John’s readers already knew it. 

But it was also old because God had proclaimed it long before. 

Clear back in Lev 19:18, He had said to His people through Moses:  “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

In Mt 22:38, Jesus summarized the whole Law in 2 Commands, the 2
nd

 of 

which was=> “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF.”  

Jesus was quoting Lev 19:18. 
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This command to love is absolutely vital to Xn life/faith because God is love (1 Jn 

4:8), and He has indwelt us to make us like Himself. 

Rom 5:5 says, He has poured His own love into our hearts. 

He has also written His law of love on our hearts, so that it has become a 

part of us, part of our nature, our character, even our personality. 

Having received this ability to love with God’s own love; 

And having been commanded to do so; 

We have a duty to love, * we do if we’re regenerated. 

God’s agape love in us is not limited to affectionate, sentimental feelings, as 

most people think of love today. 

It is valuing & caring about someone just as we value ourselves. 

Not to do so is conceit/selfishness. 

And so it involves committing ourselves to others’ wellbeing. 

In Phil 2:2, this is how Paul told the Philippians to demonstrate/maintain 

their love for one another=> “Do nothing from selfishness or empty 

conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one  

another as more important than himself.” 

I.e., loving others means to value them highly, whether/not we feel 

loving towards them. 

Jn 3:16 says that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son to 

save us. 

He didn’t simply have good feelings about us. 

He valued us so highly that He was willing to sacrifice   His son in order to 

secure our salvation. 

So when the Word tells us to love God wholeheartedly, it means to value Him 

above all else, & to commit ourselves to serving Him selflessly. 

When it tells us to love others, it means to value/care-about them as 

fervently as we value/care-about ourselves. 

Feelings of love are likely to increase as we do this, because the feelings between 

people naturally intensify over time, as they value/care-for one another & 

their lives grow together. 

But we shouldn’t equate loving feelings with love itself, any more than we 

should equate feelings of guilt with guilt itself. 

Having said he wasn’t writing a new commandment, John now seems to 

contradict himself, & say that he was. 

[Verse 8]=> “On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which 

is true in Him [in X] and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and 

the true light is already shining.” 

Where is it shining?  In “you” (the Xn). 



 - 5 - 

Understanding what John is saying here will help us better understand the 

nature of the love-test, of our salvation. 

This new commandment isn’t essentially different from the old of one--love God 

wholeheartedly & your neighbor as yourself. 

But it’s new in the sense that we can now actually do those things because, 

unlike OT saints, we have received the permanent indwelling power 

of the H.S. 

The key to the “old commandment’s” newness is found in the words=> “which 

is true in Him [in X] and in you.” 

Something new has happened in us that never happened in OT saints. 

The OT taught the duty to love, but the Law could never empower people to 

love as NT believers can. 

The atoning death of X has freed us from slavery to sin, & the H.S. has 

given us a new power/freedom to love as never before, with God’s 

own agape love. 

When a person places his faith in Jesus, he becomes a new creature in X, so that 

old things pass away and new (loving) things come (II Cor 5:17). 

Moreover, when his heart is in full submission to the H.S., his life manifests 

the spiritual fruit of the Spirit, beginning with love. 

In addition, Jesus Himself set a new standard for true agape love, by dying to 

atone for our sin out of His love for us. 

He said=> “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for 

his friends” (Jn 15:13). 

Then He laid down His life for us. 

Jesus raised the standard of love from “love others as you love yourself” to “love 

one another, even as I have loved you.” 

X even commanded us to love our enemies (Mt 5:44). 

He also elaborated on the meaning of “love your neighbor” with the parable 

of the Good Samaritan, explaining that a “neighbor” includes anyone 

we come across who needs our help. 

So it was the same old commandment. 

But the Person/work of Jesus had given it all new life by empowering Xns to 

love w/ God’s own love. 

As a result, the darkness of Satan’s loveless domain is passing away, in the 

hearts/lives of Xns. 

And the true light of God is shining out through us, as we walk in the light, 

radiating His love to others. 

* The Accuracy of the Test 

It accurately differentiates between Xns/non-Xns. 
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This can be seen in the radical difference God’s love effectively creates between 

the lives of believers and nonbelievers. 

First, nonbelievers=> Where love is absent, hatred can rule in a person’s heart, 

even when he insists that he’s born again. 

[Verse 9]=> “The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother is in the 

darkness until now.” 

Hatred produces a life of darkness, manifesting serious spiritual problems 

within a person’s heart. 

If it is ongoing, it will nullify a person’s claim to be born again. 

1 Jn 4:20=> “If someone says, „I love God,‟ and hates his brother, he is a 

liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 

cannot love God whom he has not seen.” 

I.e., someone who hates other people cannot possibly love God. 

So he can’t be walking in God’s light. 

Hatred results from prolonged refusal to forgive. 

Scripture commands us not to let the sun go down on our anger, then adds=> 

“do not give the devil an opportunity” (Eph 4:26-27). 

When we hold onto grudges & dig emotional trench-works of antagonism 

against other people as their enemies, we give the devil an opportunity 

to have his way in our hearts. 

We virtually become his man-servants/maid-servants. 

A person who does that, is walking in Satan’s darkness. 

He may claim to be walking in God’s light, but the evidence 

overwhelmingly proves the opposite. 

Instead of valuing/caring-for that other person’s soul as God in His love 

does, he cares only for his own pride. 

Which disproves his claim to have God’s love in him. 

If this condition persists, it determines the person’s character. 

So I Jn 4:20 said he has become a liar, but I Jn 3:15 goes even further, and calls 

him a murderer=> “Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you  

know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” 

You don’t have to physically kill anyone to be a murderer, as far as God is 

concerned; 

You only have to wish away his existence, murdering your own 

thoughts/memory of him. 

I.e., you only have to dismiss him from your mind with 

indifference/dislike/hatred. 

So Jesus said (Mt 5:21)=> “You have heard that the ancients were told, 

„YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and „Whoever commits 
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murder shall be liable to the court.‟ / But I say to you that everyone 

who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court.” 

By contrast, a true believer’s life manifests God’s love/light. 

[Verse 10]=> “The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no 

cause for stumbling in him.” 

Stay close to the light and you won’t stumble in darkness. 

The fact that a Xn indiscriminately loves his brothers/sisters in X proves that his 

heart is right with God, & that he is living in God’s light. 

Absence of such love would show that fellowship has never existed between 

him/God. 

Verses 9 & 10 set up an absolute contrast, in which people are either in the 

light, or in darkness—saved or unsaved. 

Both men in these 2 verses claim they’re saved, living in the light, and that other 

Xns are their “brothers.” 

But while the hatred of the man in verse 9 proves he’s really in the darkness of sin, 

the man in verse 10 “abides in the light,” as proven by the consistency of 

his love. 

The test by which we can determine where we stand spiritually, is whether we 

love our brother in X, or hate him. 

Someone:  I neither love/hate him; I feel neutral/indifferent towards him. 

John will have none of that, and would answer, that such 

neutrality/indifference is just a disguised form of hatred. 

Either we place value on the lives of others & thus love them, or we value 

only ourselves, & disregard others (which is really hating them). 

The natural setting of our hearts is on “love-self/hate-others.” 

Only by God’s pouring His love into our hearts is that setting reversed, so 

that we truly value others, as X does. 

Selfless love is the sure indicator of such a transformation. 

It’s a very accurate test for the genuineness of our Xnity. 

The man/woman who loves others has no cause for stumbling into sin himself. 

“Stumbling” lit. refers to the bait stick of an animal trap. 

* Loving-people don’t trap themselves in their sin with their own hateful feelings. 

* Haters, on the other hand, complicate their own lives with such a maze of hatred, 

they continually stumble blindly into sin. 

Their hatred creates resentment in others, causing them to react with 

animosity that triggers endless/inescapable rounds of further 

anger/hatred, back & forth, layer upon layer. 

Ultimately, they find themselves thrashing about blindly & helplessly in 

their own regurgitated anger. 
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Hatred so distorts their perceptions that they misjudge others, & posture 

themselves against them as their enemies. 

A godly, loving, selfless attitude gives people clear perspective that avoids setting 

this avalanche of hatred in motion. 

Love triumphs over suspicion/bitterness/vindictiveness; 

And it disarms fear. 

Walking in God’s light enables us to walk in/with His love, fulfilling His 

Law in our hearts/lives. 

It also enables us to glorify our Lord, because, as He said (Jn 13:34)=> “By 

this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another.” 

* The Implications of the Test 

[Verse 11]=> “But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in 

the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has 

blinded his eyes.” 

Again this nonbeliever calls a Xn his “brother.” 

They aren’t Xns brothers, because the man who constantly hates is not saved. 

But he has deceived himself into thinking he is, because he’s ignorant of the 

Truth. 

As John put it back in I Jn 2:4=> “The one who says, „I have come to know 

Him,‟ and does not keep His commandments [to love], is a liar, and 

the truth is not in him.” 

He has deceived himself into believing that this accurate/decisive love-test 

of our Xnity doesn’t really apply in his case; 

That he’s an exception to the rule; 

That he can be a Xn and still hate other people. 

This man has blinded himself to several important facts=> 

* He is in darkness—his soul knows nothing of God’s light, but only of sin’s 

darkness. 

* He walks/lives in darkness. 

“Walking” describes the dynamics of life, w/ all its risks. 

It creates movement only by losing/catching one’s balance, in a series of 

barely averted disasters. 

This man is moving in the dark w/ nothing to hold onto,   so he’s inevitably 

going to stumble/fall. 

* He does not know (he has no innate understanding of) where he is going, because 

the darkness has overcome him and blinded his eyes. 

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 

Father, but through Me” (Jn 14:6).  
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But this man doesn’t want to walk in Jesus’ way of love, because he’d have 

to give up his hatred. 

He loves his hatred, and & loves the darkness of sin from which his hatred 

has come. 

He doesn’t understand, that where he’s going is hell, because that’s where hatred & 

every other sin inevitably leads. 

“Is going” translates hupage, which is not going toward a certain place, but 

simply leaving the present scene. 

Haters have no good place to go to; 

Only places to get away from. 

Hatred is a rejection of life itself, embracing darkness/death. 

It is ignorant of both the way, & the end, of life. 

It begins with a person’s choice, but then, as X said in Jn 12:35, the darkness 

overtakes him, not merely hindering him from seeing spiritually, but 

destroying his ability to see truth altogether. 

Haters grope about blindly, sealed up in their own loveless world, outside of God’s 

light, & devoid of real life (spiritual life). 

Ultimately the consequences of their hatred reach like the tentacles of an 

octopus both into this life, and into eternity. 

Those are the stark/bleak implications of rejecting the love of X, failing John’s 

“love-test,” and choosing one’s own hatred instead. 

It is the absolute opposite of the gospel, which Gal 5:6 describes as=> “faith 

working through love.” 

If we are Xns, the proof of our Xnity, is in our love for others. 

* We are to love those who are richer than we are, rather than becoming jealous of 

their advantages. 

But we are also to love those who are poorer than we are, not avoiding them 

for fear they might ask us for help. 

* We are to love those whose way of life we hate=> e.g. those in false religions, or 

homosexuals like those in the Red Rock News. 

We are to care about their souls, letting our light so shine, that they see our 

good works & learn about our Lord. 

* We are to love those whose occupation is the same as ours, people whom we 

might view as our competitors. 

If they do what we do, better than we do it, our business is still to love them 

with humility. 

It’s not merely to refrain from hating them. 

We’re to love them as Jesus X Himself loves them. 

* We are to love those who are slaves to their own sin, not looking down on them 

with disdain. 
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They may even be liars or thieves who treat us like we’re naïve fools, and 

may even take advantage of us. 

We certainly don’t love their sin, but we are to look on them as precious 

men/women created in God’s image, whose souls will spend eternity 

in either heaven/hell. 

Our love may play a role in determining which it will be. 

And so we are to sincerely love/value/care-for their souls. 

We are to love others as Jesus has loved us. 

*He took children into His arms and blessed them. 

*He loved a man who falsely claimed he kept all of God’s commandments. 

*Jesus loved Martha/Mary/Lazarus. 

*Jesus loved John, who called himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” 

*Jn 13:1 says of Jesus=> “having loved His own who were in the world, He loved 

them to the end.” 

*Jesus loves believers so much that Rom 8:39 says nothing “shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

*We must love others, because our Lord loved us so much that He died on a cross, 

to save us from our sins. 
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“How Can I Be Sure I Know Christ?” (Part 2) 

September 4, 2011 

Text:  1 John 2:7-11 

 

1.  The Apostle John used the contrast between darkness and light as an analogy of 

the difference between the sinful ways of this world and the ways of  

[8   God]. 

Rom 1:27; I Jn 1:6-7; Mt 5:14; Jn 8:12; 12:46; Eph 5:8-9; Jn 3:19; 12:35 

 

2.  True believers are the light of the world as they walk in God’s light and share 

[18     Christ’s] light with people trapped in darkness. 

 

3.  Today we learn John’s third test of our genuineness as Christians:  Do we  

[10     love] our brother? 

  * The Nature of the Test 

[1 John 2:7] 

 

4.  John had taught his readers Christ’s command to love from the very beginning 

of their acquaintance with the [20    Christian] faith. 

I Jn 3:11; Jn 13:34; Lev 19:18; Mt 22:38; I Jn 4:8; Rom 5:5 

 

5.  God’s agape love in us is not limited to sentimental feelings; it is valuing and 

caring about someone as we [12    value] ourselves. 

Phil 2:2 

 

[Verse 8] 

 

6.  The atoning death of Christ has freed us from slavery to sin, and the Holy Spirit 

has given us a new power and freedom to love as never [14    before] with 

God’s own agape love. 

II Cor 5:17; Jn 15:13; Mt 5:44 

 

* The Effectiveness of the Test 

7.  This can be seen in the radical difference God’s love effectively creates 

between the [12    lives] of believers and nonbelievers. 

 

[Verse 9] 

I Jn 4:20; Eph 4:26-27; I Jn 4:20; 3:15 
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8.  You don’t have to physically kill anyone to be a murderer; you only have to 

dismiss him from your mind with indifference, dislike and [14    hatred]. 

Mt 5:21-22 

 

[Verse 10] 

 

9.  The test by which we can determine where we stand spiritually is whether we 

love our brother in Christ or [10    hate] him. 

 

10.  A godly, loving, selfless attitude gives people clear perspective that avoids 

setting this avalanche of [14    hatred] in motion. 

Jn 13:34 

 

* The Implications of the Test 

[Verse 11] 

Jn 2:4; 14:6 

 

11.  This man doesn’t want Jesus’ way of love because he [12    loves] his hatred 

and loves the darkness of sin. 

Jn 12:35; Gal 5:6 

 

12.  If we are Christians, the proof of our Christianity is in our [10    love] for 

others. 

 

13.  We are to love others as [12    Jesus] has loved us. 

Jn 13:1; Rom 8:39 

 


