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TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 

PART 1: FOUNDATIONS IN BIBLIOLOGY 

Introduction 

Romans 1:18-20 

Genesis 3:15 

John 1:16-18 

Hebrews 1:1-3 

 Special revelation is the divine means and record of the progressive 
accomplishment of redemption through the work of Jesus Christ according to the 
eternal plan of God. 

The Word of God: Jesus Christ 

John 1:1, 14 

Colossians 1:15, 19 

Matthew 24:14 

Matthew 28:19  

 For all people of all times and cultures, Jesus, during His life on earth, vividly 
displayed the fact that the one true and living God is personal, holy, wise, loving, 
and purposeful, by His person, His words, and His works. 
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The Word of God: God’s Speech 

Exodus 20:18-19 

Deuteronomy 5:23-28 

Exodus 31:18 

Deuteronomy 31:9-13 

Deuteronomy 18:15-18 

Isaiah 30:8 

Jeremiah 36:2  

Matthew 5:17-18 

Galatians 4:4-5 

John 17:6-8 

John 14:26 

John 16:12-15 

 Various benefits come from God’s gracious provision of His word in written 
form: there is more accurate preservation for subsequent generations; there is 
opportunity for repeated inspection and thorough study; and God’s word is 
accessible to many more people. 
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1. No prophecy is of human origin, but men set apart for the purpose spoke as 
they were moved by God’s Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). 

2. God prepared and guided the writers of scripture in such a way that their 
distinctive styles are retained (2 Peter 3:15-16), yet the truth they 
communicated is directly from God (1 Thessalonians 2:13). 

3. All scripture is God-breathed, and is therefore true (Titus 1:2); effective for 
teaching doctrine, rebuking sin, correcting error, and instructing in 
righteousness (2 Timothy 3:15-17). As God’s word, it is our supreme 
authority (Acts 5:29 “We ought to obey God rather than men.”). 

4. God’s word is living and powerful (Hebrews 4:12), trustworthy (Titus 1:2), 
and sufficient (2 Peter 1:3-4).  

5. Jesus taught the full and final authority of scripture (Matthew 4:4). 

6. Jesus recognized the entire Jewish canon as from God (Matthew 5:17-18; 
Luke 24:44).  

7. The apostles also confirm the same Jewish canon, for they quote from the 
same books, appealing to their authority as God’s word, and calling them 
scripture (Gk. γραφή).  Not once is any other writing but the 39 books of the 

Old Testament cited as invested with divine authority. 

8. Though the prophetic word had ceased around 435 BC, it follows that new 
scripture should be given when the promised Redeemer came, since special 
revelation is primarily redemptive in nature. 

9. Jesus, the cornerstone (Ephesians 2:17-20), prepared the way for His 
teaching to be preserved by His apostles, the foundation of the church, and 
gave them reason to anticipate further revelation (John 16:12).  The Holy 
Spirit would remind them of what Jesus taught (John 14:26), guide them 
into all truth, and show them things to come (John 16:13-15). 

10. The apostles ministered not only in teaching and preaching, but also in 
writing (1 Thessalonians 5:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-15).  The written 
word was an instrument of apostolic authority (2 Thessalonians 3:14). 

11. Peter put Paul’s writings on a par with the Old Testament scriptures 
(2 Peter 3:15-16).  Paul quotes verbatim from Luke’s gospel as scripture 
(γραφή) along with the Old Testament (1 Timothy 5:18 cf. Luke 10:7). 

12. The New Testament says that God “in these last days has spoken unto us in 
His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2), implying “that God’s speech to us through Jesus 
is the culmination of his speaking to mankind and is his greatest and final 
revelation to mankind in this period of redemptive history.” (Grudem, 
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Systematic Theology, p. 64.)  The explanation and application of this final 
revelation was the truth into which the Spirit would guide the apostles (John 
16:12-15), therefore the canon would close with their passing. 

13. Jesus taught that divine revelation could be communicated in human 
concepts and words (John 17:6-8).  Since Jesus spoke the Aramaic and/or 
Greek that were the common languages of the Jews of his day, we may infer 
that the propositional content of divine revelation may be expressed 
accurately in any number of human languages. 

14. The Septuagint (LXX – a Greek translation of the OT) is quoted verbatim 
by every New Testament writer except Jude (who does not quote the OT) 
as the authoritative word of God (Matthew 1:23; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4-6; John 
12:38; Romans 3:4; Hebrews 1:6; James 2:23; 1 Peter 1:24-25). 

15. The Holy Spirit illumines the mind to the reception of revelation, and 
empowers the will to its obedience (1 Corinthians 2:10-16). 

 
TMBC Doctrinal Statement:  The Bible (the 66 books of the Old and New 

Testaments) is God’s written word to man, free of error in its original manuscripts, 
wholly reliable in history and doctrine.  Its divine inspiration has rendered the 
Bible incapable of teaching deception (infallible) and incapable of being proven 
false or mistaken (inerrant).  Its inspiration extends to all its parts alike (plenary), 
includes the actual language form (verbal), and is the product of two free agents, 
divine and human (confluent).  (Psalm 12:6; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20, 21) 

 
* We believe that the 39 books of the Hebrew scriptures and the 27 books of the 

Greek scriptures are the completed canon of God’s written revelation. 

* We believe that these 66 books and these alone are canon because they are the 
teaching of the Lord’s prophets and apostles, which center on Jesus Christ. Because 
their prophetic and apostolic ministry is complete and has ceased, the canon is 
closed, that is, no further revelation is expected or given. 

* We believe that these 66 books are God-breathed absolute Truth, the only sufficient 
and infallible rule of saving faith and obedience. 

* We believe that since God cannot lie, His word is completely true, and that since He 
is our supreme authority, His word is to be obeyed above all others. 

* We believe that although we do not possess the autographs, God has providentially 
preserved His word in copies, which are no less God-breathed and authoritative. 

* We believe that the scriptures are to be translated into the common language of 
every people, and that since the meaning and usage of words as symbols of meaning 
are constantly changing, translation is an ongoing task. 


