
HOT TOPICS: FORGIVENESS

Two illustrations:

Starting Points:

1. Genesis 1:31; 3:6-13, 16-19 God’s good creation has been _________________ by sin.

Genesis 4:6-15, 23-24; 6:5-6 Fallen mankind expresses his depravity and alienation from 

God by sinful acts against ______________.

Sin is universal, therefore offense is inevitable! Every single one of us will sin against others 

and be sinned against by others. This is the nature of life in a fallen world.

2. Leviticus 11:44-45; Deuteronomy 32:3-4 God is __________, righteous, and just.

1 Peter 1:15-16; 1 John 1:5-9 God will judge us according to the standard of _____ holiness.

God requires that we should be holy as He is holy.  

3. Romans 6:6-7; Ephesians 4:17-32 But we are not yet ___________________. The Christian 

life involves a _______________ of putting off the “old self” and putting on the “new self.”

If we are redeemed, we are in the process of becoming more and more like God.

4. Exodus 34:5-7; Deuteronomy 4:31; Nehemiah 9:17; Joel 2:13 

One of the perfections of God’s nature is that He is forgiving.

5. 2 Timothy 3:1-5; Galatians 5:19-21; Leviticus 24:19-20

The world is unforgiving as people proudly hold onto personal rights and payback!

6. Matthew 5:21-24, 38-48; 6:12-15; Mark 11:25; Luke 17:3-4

God demands that forgiven people be forgiving!



7. 1 Corinthians 10:13 

The word translated temptation here means two things: 

The enticement to do ________. (1 Timothy 6:9)

Some sort of ___________ or _________________. (1 Peter 4:12)

Three points from this passage:

1. The temptations and trials you face are no ________________ than what everyone 

else faces. Jesus himself endured all the ____________ temptations and trials.

2. You will never face a situation where you must ________. God’s ________________ 

will protect you from being overwhelmed.

3. God will provide the ability to respond _____________ in every temptation or trial. 

In the context, the “way of escape” is not necessarily relief, but the ____________ “to 

endure it.”

God will enable you to obey what He has commanded. That means that God will give you the 
ability to forgive!

Matthew 18:21-35 – A PARABLE ON FORGIVENESS

Scene 1:

• Ten thousand talents — 

• Commanded him C to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
repayment to be made — 

• Fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him saying… — 

• The lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and T forgave him the f debt — 
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Scene 2:

• A hundred denarii — 

• Fell to the ground and began to plead with him saying… — 

• Threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed — 

Scene 3:

• His fellow slaves were deeply grieved… and reported to their lord — 

• “You wicked slave…” 

• Handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him — 

The Bible consistently teaches that forgiveness is entirely _________ work on our ___________. 
It cannot be earned, merited, or deserved.

Luke 5:20; Acts 10:43; Ephesians 1:3-8a 

Those who have truly received forgiveness are ________________ to others. Those who are not 

forgiving belie the fact that they have ________ been forgiven by God. In other words, 

forgiveness is an indicator of your ______________________ with God. 

Ephesians 4:31-32; Colossians 3:12-13; James 2:13 
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